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Lindow Moss 
Landscape Character Area: D1 

Landscape Character Type: Mossland 

Key characteristics 

 A large wetland landscape supporting a mosaic 

of valuable habitats, including Lindow Common 

SSSI 

 Surrounding areas of dispersed settlement and 

distinctive narrow fields (‘moss rooms’) 

associated with historical peat extraction 

 Geology is characterised by peat surrounded by 

glacial sands and gravels and a ridge of boulder 

clay 

 A particularly rich cultural landscape with 

international value 

 Valued local recreational landscape, including 

restored sand extraction and land fill sites  

 Continuing industrial scale peat extraction and 

water table draw down 

Figure 1a Reed swamp on Lindow Moss today
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Landscape Character 

 
Figure 1b Alder carr at Lindow Moss today 

This is an extensive landscape to the west of 

Wilmslow, running from Morley Green in the north to 

Lindow End in the south. Lindow Moss is one of the 

largest wetland landscapes in Cheshire1. The 

landscape has been modified over time but retains its 

essential character and heart shaped mossland area; 

the 1777 map of Cheshire shows it to be a dominant 

feature in the local area2. The moss is nearly 9 miles 

in circumference and roads run around the edge of 

it3.

 

Figure 2 Sub-fossil pine exposed by peat extraction at Saltersley 
Moss 

Drift geology comprises a large area of peat 

surrounded by glacial sands and gravels with a ridge 

of boulder clay running along Paddock Hill Lane 

from the south west. Lindow Moss began as a 

                                                           
1 Leah, M.D. et al, (1997) The Wetlands of Cheshire, North 
West Wetlands Survey 4, Lancaster University 
Archaeological Unit 

series of post-glacial shallow lakes which were 

progressively colonised by vegetation, forming reed 

swamp, fen and fen carr (wet woodland) (Figs.1a 

and 1b). These habitats supported the formation of 

peat, drier conditions meant that the peat became 

colonised by Scots Pine, the remains of which can 

be seen in the active working area (Fig. 2).  

Figure 3 Sphagnum moss recolonising the surface of peat 
cuttings at Saltersley Moss 

A period of wetter conditions enabled Sphagnum to 

colonise (Fig. 3) and a characteristic dome shaped 

raised bog developed. This accelerated peat 

formation and the sharp transition from dark-brown 

well humified peat to golden-brown peat with visible 

Sphagnum remains can be seen at various points 

around the peat working area. At Lindow this 

transition seems to have occurred in the Iron Age, 

around 600 BC.   

 
Fig.4 Former ‘moss room’ at Lime Cottage Farm (top end of 
Strawberry Lane, Wilmslow) 

2 Burdett’s Map of Cheshire, 1777 
3 Hodson,H., 1978, Cheshire 1660-1780:Restoration to 
Industrial Revolution 
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Historically lowland mosses in Cheshire have 

provided a source of fuel with peat being cut from 

the outer fringes in thin fields known as moss 

rooms; these patterns are evident in enclosure 

patterns from the 18th century. They are particularly 

evident at the top end of Strawberry Lane where 

they are bounded by pollarded Alder and Willow 

(Fig.4) as well as on the north side of the moss 

near Morley Green. Industrial peat extraction on a 

much larger scale is still active in the centre of the 

area at Saltersley Moss.  

Figure 5 Beef cattle grazing at Lindow Moss 

On the edges of the mossland, reclaimed peatlands 

support land uses including beef production, horse 

pasturing and allotments (Fig. 5). Typical urban 

fringe enterprises such as haulage and contracting 

also occur. Where land has fallen out of 

management woodland and scrub develop; this is 

evident on the fringe of Wilmslow. Two former 

landfill sites to the north of Newgate are well 

vegetated and offer views to the wooded ridge of 

Alderley Edge. On the fringes of the mossland the 

sandy geology has provided opportunity for mineral 

extraction and after uses include Rossmere, a 

coarse fishery with a public footpath around it 

(Fig.6).  

 
Figure 6 Rossmere – a former sand working, now an attractive 
fishing lake with fringing footpaths 

Sandy soils supported heathland; Lindow Common 

being the last remaining example. Woodland fringes 

the Common creating enclosure and reducing the 

impact of nearby residential development and 

roads. At the centre of the Common is Black Lake 

which is enjoyed for its tranquillity (Fig.7).  

 
Figure 7 Black lake, Lindow Common 

Landscape Ecology  
The landscape supports a complex mosaic of 

habitats including open water, reed swamp, mire, 

heathland, grassland and woodland. Climate change 

is enabling plants and animals to extend their range 

in the English lowlands and this landscape is an 

important stepping stone between the southern 

Shropshire Meres and Mosses and the wetlands of 

the Mersey Valley in the north.  
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Figure 8 A mire community at Lindow Common 

Lindow Common is designated as a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest and as a Local Nature Reserve. It 

is one of few remaining lowland heathlands in 

Cheshire. It supports wet heath and mire 

communities alongside dry heath, which makes it 

exceptionally valuable for nature conservation 

(Fig.8). This diversity is maintained by scrub and 

woodland management, including clearing areas to 

enable heath to re-establish (Fig. 9). 

 
Figure 9 Management intervention is needed at Lindow 
Common to prevent heathland becoming woodland  

Three Local Wildlife Sites have been designated 

within the former mossland landscape: Lindow 

Moss and Morley Green Heath, Lindow Moss Woods 

and Newgate Nature Reserve, and Saltersley Moss. 

Saltersley Moss includes the present active peat 

working, in parts of the site there are extensive 

areas of wet and dry heath supporting a population 

of Common Lizard, patches of regenerating bog 

with Cotton Grass, Sundew and Sphagnum Moss all 

present (Fig. 10a and 10b).  

 
Figures 10a Harestail Cotton Grass on peat workings at 
Saltersley Moss 

Species such as Royal Fern, Britain’s largest fern 

exist and this survives in very few locations in 

Cheshire. Open water supports dragonflies whilst a 

small nature reserve on a peat cliff above the 

workings supports Bilberry and Birch creating a 

habitat for the Green Hairstreak butterfly. 

Figures 10b Sundew on peat workings at Saltersley Moss 

There are five potential Local Wildlife Sites identified 

by Cheshire Wildlife Trust which include scrubbed 

over peat workings (Fig. 11) and a first class 

example of Alder carr, a wet woodland with multi -

stemmed Alder trees which have clearly, at some 

stage in their history, been managed by coppicing 

(Fig. 1b). 
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Figure 11 Ancient scrubbed over peat workings at Lindow Moss 

Landscape History 
Lindow Moss is internationally renowned for the 
discovery of Lindow Man, Britain’s most intact bog 
body, who was interred whilst the moss was still 
actively growing in the 1st century A.D 4-5. His 
remains are now displayed in the Iron Age gallery of 
the British Museum. Industrial peat extraction has 
removed the peat layer in which Lindow Man was 
found but the location is precisely known. In the 
Celtic era Lindow Moss was a sacred site. By the 
Middle Ages peat was being worked, principally as a 
fuel6. By 1777 the entire mossland is recorded as 
Lindow Common7, suggesting that there were 
commoners rights to turbary (peat cutting) across 
the moss. The method of working by cutting thin 
strips in moss rooms continued until the 18th 
century and the landscape between Lindow 
Common and Saltersley Moss still contains ‘the 
ancient scrubbed over domestic peat cuttings’8 
(Fig.12)

                                                           
4Stead, I.M., Bourke, J.B. and D. Brothwell, 1986, Lindow 
Man, The Body in the Bog, Guild Publishing for The British 
Museum 
5Joy, J., 2009, Lindow Man, The British Museum  
6 Higham, N.J., 2004, A Frontier landscape, The North 
West in the Middle Ages, Windgather Press 
7 Burdett’s Map of Cheshire, 1777 

 
Figure 12 Rotherwood Road – a bridleway across Lindow Moss  

By the 1770s coal was replacing peat as a fuel 

source and the moss rooms were progressively 

enclosed and reclaimed for agriculture with ditches 

being planted with hedgerows, resulting in the 

distinctive landscape pattern still evident. One of 

these areas, north of Row of Trees, is recognised in 

the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR 1393). The 

story of the first enclosures at Lindow, which 

smacked of social engineering, are well told by 

Hodson9. 

The landscape has important social history; in the 

late 1800s there was a volunteer rifle range 

associated with the Crimean war extending across 

the Moss to the east of Rotherwood Road10. An 

annual gypsy fair was present on the common with 

a mile long horse race along Racecourse Road. In 

1897 the Common was enclosed by public 

subscription and presented to the people of 

Wilmslow for recreational use. There is an evocative 

description of this landscape at the turn of the 

century by the great Cheshire naturalist and author, 

T.A.Coward11: 

‘The Wilmslow Council have enclosed a portion of 

Lindow Common which lies to the left of the road. 

This was formerly the racecourse, and they have 

deepened some boggy spots – the Black lake of 

13th century charters- converting them into pools, 

and turned the sandy race-track into walks and 

8 North West Wetlands Survey,1997 
9 Hodson, H., 1971, The Story of Wilmslow, p.38/39 
10 Hyde and Pemberton, Lindow and the Bog Warriors, 
2002. 
11 Coward, T.A., 1903, Picturesque Cheshire, Methuen and 
Co. (quotation from 3rd edition p.297) 
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drives; it is a breezy, desirable spot, for sooner or 

later residential Wilmslow will reach here and this 

lung be appreciated. Lindow Common proper 

extends beyond this, and though much curtailed is 

still a healthy waste where reptiles and insects sun 

themselves and where the Nightjar churrs and the 

Owl beats his nightly round.’ 

Spirit of place 
Lindow Moss is a rich historical archive, an 

important wildlife asset and an accessible and 

highly valued recreational landscape. The discovery 

of an Iron Age bog body gives the area international 

renown as well as a sense of mystery and intrigue. 

The moss rooms help to provide a tangible link back 

to an earlier time whilst the industrial peat 

extraction site creates an activity at odds with the 

rest of the landscape in terms of land use, 

tranquillity and perceptions. And yet, the landscape 

retains a special atmosphere: 

‘Lindow’s peat bog, especially the tiny slice which 

has remained relatively untouched until now, by the 

peat extractors, still has that indefinable quality, the 

capacity to exert a strange and ancient pull. There is 

a sense of unease and sadness on a bad day, but in 

the summertime this is replaced by an almost 

hypnotic feeling of relaxation, lulling one into the 

desire to sit and ruminate amongst the heather and 

bilberry bushes, dozing in the warm sunlight.’12  

Celebrated landscape 

 This is an internationally renowned landscape 

with a rich cultural history which is well 

recorded and still visible today with the sub-

fossil pines, moss rooms and Lindow Man 

 Lindow Moss is one of the largest mossland 

landscapes in the county and supports a 

mosaic of habitats; several of which are 

designated for their ecological value including 

Lindow Common, a rare example of a lowland 

heath 

                                                           
12 Hyde and Pemberton, Lindow and Bog Warriors, 2002, 
p7 

  Lindow Moss is an important ‘stepping stone’ 

habitat for species moving across the region 

 The landscape has a good and well used 

footpath network (Fig. 12) and Lindow Common 

is a valued recreational site and an excellent 

example of an accessible greenspace 

 
Figure 13 The Newgate landfill sites are now restored but 
leachate contaminates neighbouring streams 

 Land uses such as beef production, bee keeping 

and allotments and the coarse fishery all 

support the integrity of the landscape 

Changing landscape 

 This is a landscape which has been subjected 

to exploitation: commercial peat extraction, 

beginning in the 1960's and intensifying in the 

1990's, and waste disposal by landfill (now 

restored) 

 Inappropriate management of the peat soils, 

including peat extraction, has far reaching 

landscape impacts, with a drawdown of the 

water table causing peat shrinkage, ground 

instability, oxidation of peat and a consequential 

release of fossil carbon into the atmosphere as 

carbon dioxide 

 Long term planning consent of the peat 

extraction site runs to 2042 and planning 

conditions require backfill with inert waste and 

restoration to agriculture which represents a 

poor ecological and landscape outcome 
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  Footpaths on the fragile peaty soils are 

vulnerable, particularly during wet spells and 

winter, and require active management 

 Leaching of liquid from former landfill sites 

pollutes nearby streams (Fig 13) 

 Increase in the number and intensity of haulage 

and contracting land uses is impacting upon 

tranquillity 

 Hedgerows are tending to be replaced by 

barbed wire fences and tape associated with 

horse paddocks 

 The Cheshire East Local Plan has removed 15 

ha of former mossland at Upcast Lane/Cumber 

Lane from the Green Belt and 'safeguarded' it 

for future development 

Landscape opportunities 

 Seek opportunities to bring an early end to peat 

extraction, recovery of the water table and 

ecological restoration of the cutover peat bog 

 Reduce the impact of landfill leachate by 

effective bioremediation 

 There is an opportunity to increase 

interpretation of the landscape, particularly the 

site of the Lindow Man discovery which is 

currently not interpreted, along with other 

features such as groves of sub-fossil pine trees, 

the Volunteer Rifle Range, and the best 

examples of ‘moss-room’ hedges 

 There is a strong sense of ownership by the 

local community and this could be enhanced 

through a programme of outreach and 

education accompanied by efforts to maintain 

and enhance the access network and condition 

of footpaths 

 Establish a landscape scale partnership with 

Wilmslow Town Council, neighbouring parishes 

and other key stakeholders to safeguard the 

landscape and bring forward positive landscape 

management proposals, such as a Local Nature 

Improvement Area and to safeguard the 

ecological character of the landscape 

 


