
Wilmslow Landscape  
Character Assessment 

Submission Draft 
December 2018





Foreword 1

Introduction 2

Appendix One : Landscape Character Types 8

Appendix Two : Landscape Character Map 12

Landscape Character Area Profiles:

 River Valley Landscapes (A) :

  A1 Upper Dean 13

  A2 Lower Dean  19

  A3 Upper Bollin 25

  A4 Wilmslow Bollin 31

  A5 Lower Bollin 38

 Lower Wooded Farmland Landscapes (B) :

  B1 Chonar 44

  B2 Morley 51

 Higher Wooded Farmland Landscape (C) :

  C1 Dean Row 57

 Mossland Landscape (D) :

  D1 Lindow Moss 63

Glossary of Terms 71

Foreword  
 

The Wilmslow Landscape Character Assessment is an appendix to the Wilmslow Neighbourhood Plan and was 
initiated to provide an evidence base and support to some policies on environment and heritage topics proposed 
in the WNP. This document has been prepared to supplement Cheshire East’s forthcoming Landscape Character 
Assessment by providing a more detailed local perspective on the countryside around Wilmslow.  

The survey work involved groups from the WNP team walking, photographing and noting the nine character areas 
identified and, at the end of each sometimes wet and muddy session, making an assessment of the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats to the landscape.  

This work was done under the expert guidance and leadership of Professor John Handley. His knowledge, 
experience and enthusiasm for the environment and landscape, complemented by his research into the local 
ecological and historical reviews of the nine areas and his clear written descriptive style, has resulted in both a 
Landscape Character Assessment and document of record that stands in its own right as a point of information 
and reference which will be of value for years ahead. 

John also had the benefit of working with Consultants Jonathan Porter and Jemma Simpson at Countryscape, a 
Manchester based consultancy with expertise in and knowledge of Landscape Character Assessment work and 
principles. This, together with their admirable mapping, editing and formatting of the text, has been an invaluable 
contributing factor to the production of the Wilmslow Landscape Character Assessment.   

Thanks must also go to all the WNP Group members who contributed and in particular to Fred Rayers who 
provided very comprehensive written and photographic information on the district of Morley, Jean Hill who co-
ordinated the work and Chris Hills of the Wilmslow Guild Photographic Society who supplied photographs and 
assisted with image management.    

Brian Donohue 

Chairman Wilmslow Neighbourhood Plan Group. 

August, 20th, 2018 
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Introduction 

What is landscape? 
Landscape is often understood visually; how a place 
looks but it is more than just ‘the view’. It refers to 
the relationship between people, place and nature 
and just as these things are constantly changing 
and evolving, so is the resulting landscape. 

How the different components of our environment – 
both natural and cultural – interact together and are 
perceived by us creates the landscape; people value 
landscape for many different reasons. It is 
important to understand what the landscape is like 

today, how it came to be like that and how it may 
change in the future. 

 ‘Landscape results from the interplay of the 
physical, natural and cultural components of our 
surroundings. Different combinations of these 
elements and their spatial distribution create the 
distinctive character of landscapes in different 
places, allowing different landscapes to be mapped, 
analysed and described. Character is not just about 
the physical elements and features that make up the 
landscape but also embraces the aesthetic, 
perceptual and experiential aspects of the 
landscape that make different places distinctive .’1 

1 Landscape Institute and IEMA, (2013), Guidelines for 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, 3rd Edition, 
Routledge, UK. 
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The Wilmslow Landscape 
Over half the area covered by the Wilmslow 
Neighbourhood Plan consists of open countryside, a 
resource which is highly prized by both residents 
and visitors.  

The Wilmslow landscape is varied and comprises a 
rich diversity of landscapes, with river valleys, 
mosslands and pastoral and arable farmed 
landscapes. This landscape provides the town with 
vital services such as food production and flood 
regulation, opportunities for sport, recreation and 
tourism and as a setting for the town itself. 
Wilmslow’s countryside includes a rich variety of 
wildlife habitats and the connection between these 
at the landscape scale is critical to sustaining 
ecological function. 

The local importance of the countryside resource is 
highlighted by a recent joint study2 between the 
National Trust and Cheshire East Council which 
explored notions of ‘significance’ and ‘spirit of place’ 
at a landscape scale in the northern part of Cheshire 
East (including Wilmslow). The following themes 
emerged from a wide-ranging consultation: 

 Views and landscapes are very highly valued by 
residents who recognise a rich mosaic of 
different landscape character areas and places 
of special interest and delight; 

 Accessibility of urban and rural places and the 
relationship between urban and rural supported 
by transport links are valued; 

 Sense of insecurity about how peaceful the area 
will be in future and potential for loss – people 
see this as a countryside under pressure. 

The joint study concluded that a ‘Quality of Place’ 
approach should sit at the heart of place making 
strategies. 

2 Widger, C. (2016) A Landscape Scale Partnership for 
Cheshire East, The National Trust and Cheshire East 
Council 

The Wilmslow Landscape Character Assessment 
(Wilmslow LCA) is a systematic review of the 
character of the landscape around the town of 
Wilmslow. It provides a key part of the evidence 
base and directly informs a number of policies 
within the Neighbourhood Plan. Cheshire East 
Council encourage the use of landscape character 
assessment in neighbourhood planning and they 
have prepared a Landscape and Settlement 
Character Toolkit to support that3. 

Policy Context 
The European Landscape Convention (ELC) came 
into force in the UK in March 2007. The Convention 
establishes the need to recognise landscape in law; 
to develop landscape policies dedicated to the 
protection, management and planning of 
landscapes; and to establish procedures for the 
participation of the general public and other 
stakeholders in the creation and implementation of 
landscape policies. It also encourages the 
integration of landscape into all relevant areas of 
policy, including cultural, economic and social 
policies. The European Landscape Convention 
defines landscape as: 

“an area, as perceived by people, whose character is 
the result of the action and interaction of natural 
and/or human factors”4 

Defra co-ordinates implementation of the ELC 
across the UK and in England works closely with 
Natural England and Historic England through the 
‘Framework for Implementation in England’. The 
European landscape Convention relates to the 
Council of Europe, not the European Union and is 
therefore unaffected by Brexit.  

In turn, the National Planning Policy Framework 
gives considerable weight to conserving the natural 
and historic environment, and the conservation of 
the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside 
is a core planning principle. Landscape Character 

3 Cheshire East Council (2016) The Cheshire East 
Neighbourhood Plan Landscape and Settlement 
Character Toolkit 
4 European Landscape Convention, Council of Europe, 
Strasbourg, 2000 
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Assessment is recognised as a valuable aid to 
achieving these objectives and recent guidance 
from Natural England expresses very well the 
benefits of a landscape focus: 

‘Our landscapes are extremely important to us, they 
are part of our cultural heritage. With sympathetic 
planning, design and management they offer an 
opportunity to provide a more harmonious link 
between man and the natural world, for the benefit 
of both. Sensitive, informed and integrated 
approaches should help us all to conserve, enhance, 
restore and regenerate landscapes that are 
attractive, divers and publicly valued, showing that 
environmental, social and economic benefits can go 
hand in hand.’5  

A National Character Area (NCA) is a natural 
subdivision of England based on a combination of 
landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and economic 
activity. There are 159 National Character Areas and 
they follow natural, rather than administrative, 
boundaries. The Wilmslow landscape lies within the 
Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain 
National Character Area6. The statements of 
environmental opportunity for the NCA are: 

 SEO 1: Restore, manage and protect from 
diffuse pollution the rivers, streams, lakes, 
ponds and wetland habitats (including flood 
plain grazing marsh and wet woodland) and 
support partnerships to maintain the integrity 
and unique conditions for the preservation of 
the internationally important meres and mosses 
and River Dee, to benefit water availability, 
water quality, landscape character, biodiversity 
and climate regulation. 

 SEO 2: Protect the landscape of the plain, 
recognising its importance to food production 
and incorporating well-maintained hedgerows, 
ponds and lowland grassland margins within 
agricultural systems, to secure resource 
protection and maintain productivity, while 
reducing fragmentation of semi-natural habitats 

5 Natural England (2014) An Approach to Landscape 
Character Assessment 
6 NCA Profile: 61 Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire 
Plain (NE556), 2014. 

to benefit a wide range of services, such as 
landscape character, sense of place, water 
quality and biodiversity. 

 SEO 3: Manage and restore lowland heathland 
and ancient and plantation woodland, support 
partnerships to plan appropriately scaled new 
woodland cover, particularly where this will link 
and extend existing woodlands, restore and 
reinstate traditional orchards and increase 
biomass provision to mitigate the impact of 
climate change, where this will benefit 
biodiversity, landscape character and enhance 
the experiential qualities of the area. 

 SEO 4: Protect and manage the nationally 
important geological sites and heritage features 
demonstrating how the interaction of natural 
and historical factors influenced the distinctive 
character of its landscape and settlement 
patterns, and help to promote greater 
understanding of the link between wildlife, 
heritage and geodiversity, particularly the 
importance of former extraction sites for both 
geodiversity and biodiversity. 

Many of these opportunities are relevant to the 
Wilmslow landscape and where appropriate they 
have been properly reflected and covered in the 
Landscape Strategy Overview. 

The Cheshire East Local Plan recognises the 
importance of landscape and Policy SE4 states that 
‘all development should conserve the landscape 
character and quality and should where possible, 
enhance and effectively manage the historic, natural 
and man-made landscape features that contribute 
to local distinctiveness of both rural and urban 
landscapes’7  

In September, 2018 Cheshire East Council published 
the draft Site Allocations and Development Policies 
Document8. Policy ENV3 concerns landscape 
character and further emphasises that development 
proposals should respect the qualities, features and 
characteristics that contribute to the distinctiveness 

7 Cheshire East Council (2017) Cheshire East Local Plan, 
Local Plan Strategy 2010-2030 
8 Cheshire East Council (2018) First Draft Site Allocations 
and Development Policies Document 
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of the local area as described in the Cheshire East 
Landscape Character Assessment9. The Cheshire 
East LCA is strategic, focusing on Landscape 
Character Types. The Wilmslow LCA operates at the 
neighbourhood scale and focuses on individual 
Landscape Character Areas. 

The Cheshire East Local Plan gives particular weight 
to the notion of Landscape Designation Areas where 
the landscape is singled out for special protection 
(PolicySE4). These are defined in a report by Land 
Use Consultants10 which identifies the Bollin Valley, 
including several of the river valley landscapes in 
Wilmslow, as Local Landscape Designation Areas. 
This applies to the following character areas in the 
Wilmslow LCA: A2, A3, A4 (part),and A5 

What is landscape 
characterisation? 
Assessment of landscape character involves 
examination of physical elements such as geology, 
landform and soils, and the cultural influences of 
settlement, vegetation and tree cover and land use, 
that combine to influence the character of the 
landscape: 

 Geology significantly influences landform and 
soils 

 Landform is largely determined by the 
underlying geology. The older, harder rocks are 
more resistant to erosion and usually form 
areas of more prominent topography, whereas 
softer rocks tend to underlie areas of lower 
ground 

 Soils are formed through the weathering and 
breakdown of the underlying rocks and drift 
deposits. The physical and chemical properties 
of the underlying rock strongly influence those 
of the resulting soil, which in turn broadly 
determines the natural vegetation and habitats 
a soil will support and how it can be farmed, 

9 Land Use Consultants (2018a) Cheshire East Landscape 
Character Assessment 
10 Land use Consultants (2018b) Cheshire East Local 
Landscape Designation Review 

which in turn influenced early land use and 
settlement 

 Human activity and settlement pattern have a 
strong influence on the landscape 

 Land Use is heavily influenced by soils and 
relief, but is also by cultural factors such as 
mechanisation and market forces. Early 
settlement is often revealed by piecemeal 
enclosure of small irregular fields, whilst larger, 
regular, planned enclosure came later. Human 
activity also had an impact on tree cover and 
management of woodland and other natural 
habitats which affects landscape character 
today 

 Vegetation and tree cover affects our 
perceptions of the degree of enclosure and 
scale, and framing or filtering views 

The process of landscape characterisation involves 
a combination of desk study and field survey to 
systematically divide the countryside into discrete 
and relatively homogenous units of land, within 
which the constituent physical, biological and 
historical elements occur in repeating patterns and 
share similar aesthetic characteristics. 

Method of Working 
The Wilmslow Landscape Character Assessment 
has been prepared by members of the 
Neighbourhood Plan team with technical support 
and guidance from Countryscape, a leading 
landscape consultancy who specialise in this area 
of work. The Wilmslow LCA built on a Stage 1 
Landscape Character Assessment which involved a 
workshop and desk study followed by extensive field 
work in the countryside around the town to 
characterise the landscape and build up a photo 
gallery of each character area. The Cheshire County 
Landscape Character Assessment11 provided the 
template for this work. This recognised four 
principal landscape character types in the 
countryside around Wilmslow: River Valley, Lower 

11 Cheshire County Council (2008) Cheshire Landscape 
Character Assessment 
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Farms and Woods, Higher Farms and Woods and 
Mossland (see Appendix one). These same 
landscape types feature in the updated Cheshire 
East Landscape Character Assessment12 although 
two of them have been renamed - Lower Farms and 
Woods becomes Lower Wooded Farmland and 
Higher Farms and Woods becomes Higher Wooded 
Farmland. We have adopted this updated 
terminology in the Wilmslow LCA. 

During 2017 the Neighbourhood Plan team made a 
series of survey visits to all parts of the countryside. 
They confirmed and fine-tuned the landscape 
character areas for Wilmslow and produced a 
Landscape Character Map (see Appendix two). The 
landscape character areas (LCAs) are named after 
places within Wilmslow or, for the river valley 
landscapes, take the name of the river which runs 
through them. Where a character area straddles the 
boundary between two administrations (e.g. the 
River Dean between Wilmslow and Handforth and 
the Whitehall Brook between Wilmslow and Alderley 
Edge) the assessment covered both sides of the 
boundary. Where the character area is partially in 
Wilmslow but continues for some distance over the 
boundary the Landscape Character Map shows the 
whole character area, but the description focuses 
mainly on the Wilmslow section (e.g. Lindow Moss, 
which extends into Mobberley, Great Warford and 
Chorley). 

The Landscape Character Assessment paid special 
attention to the way in which landscape features 
(rivers, tree cover and open space) permeated the 
built-up area, so providing visual and ecological 
continuity, and actual or potential visitor access. 
Thus, the River Bollin landscapes were reconfigured 
to create a new landscape character area for central 
Wilmslow (the Wilmslow Bollin LCA) and in a similar 
way between Wilmslow and Handforth (the Upper 
Dean LCA). 

The field work by the Neighbourhood Plan team also 
made an assessment of landscape condition. 

12 Land Use Consultants (2018a) Cheshire East 
Landscape Character Assessment 
13 Swanwick, C. (2002) Landscape Character 
Assessment: Guidance for England and Scotland, 
Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage 

Landscape condition is concerned with ‘the physical 
state of the landscape, and about its intactness 
from visual, functional and ecological perspectives. 
It also reflects the state of repair of individual 
features and elements which make up the character 
in any one place’13. For each character area this was 
summarised in the form of a SWOT analysis which 
documented the strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats. The survey information 
was brought together in a Landscape Character 
Area Profile. This approach was developed jointly 
with Countryscape in a pilot project on the Wilmslow 
Bollin Landscape Character Area. 

The Landscape Character Area 
Profiles 
The Landscape Character Area Profiles are intended 
to provide a full picture of the character of each 
Landscape Character Area in Wilmslow. They 
include: 

 Landscape Character – an overview of the 
character area and the key characteristics 
which combine to create it, together with a map. 

 Landscape Ecology – a brief description of the 
ecological structure, habitats and wildlife 
present, noting especially areas designated for 
their nature conservation importance such as 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest and Local 
Wildlife Sites (as recognised in the Cheshire 
East Local Plan, Policy SE3), together with 
potential LWS. Cheshire Wildlife Trust provided 
maps and supporting documentation on nature 
conservation sites and priority habitats. 

 Landscape History – a brief explanation of how 
the changing pattern of land use through time 
has shaped the landscape. Key sources 
included early maps such as the 1842 Tithe 
maps, the 1st edition maps of the Ordnance 
Survey for 1872, the Cheshire Historic 
Landscape Characterisation14, Listed Buildings 

14 Cheshire County Council (2007) Cheshire Historic 
Landscape Characterisation 
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and the Sites and Monuments Record and a 
variety of books and other publications. The 
reference collection of the Wilmslow Local 
History Library was a key resource, especially 
the transcriptions of the 1842 Tithe maps from 
original sources by the Wilmslow Historical 
Society, 1998. 

 Spirit of Place – a statement of what it is that 
makes an area special and distinctive, drawing 
out the way it is used and valued by the people 
of Wilmslow and how the landscape is 
perceived. 

Landscape strategy overview 
The Cheshire East Landscape Character 
Assessment provides an overall vision and strategy 
for each Landscape Character Type. We have 
included this vision in Appendix One for each of the 
four Landscape Character Types found in the 
Wilmslow Neighbourhood Plan Area. The Cheshire 
East LCA provides landscape guidance for each of 
these Landscape Character Types. 

Working at a more detailed level the Wilmslow LCA 
has identified local priorities for each Landscape 
Character Area, whilst having regard to the overall 
guidance in the Cheshire East LCA. Three interlinked 
sections summarise the current landscape, how it is 
changing and opportunities for positive 
interventions to strengthen the character and 
condition of the landscape: 

Celebrated landscape - defines what makes the 
area special and how it is valued 

Changing landscape - describes the forces for 
change, especially where this is detrimental to 
character and/or condition  

Landscape Opportunities - identifies how the 
structure and function of the landscape, for both 
people and wildlife, can be optimised. 

Consultation and application 
within the Wilmslow 
Neighbourhood Plan  
This information has fed directly into a number of 
policies within the Wilmslow Neighbourhood Plan, 
especially Section 9 (Natural Environment) and 
Section 10 (Townscape and Heritage). It will also 
assist the implementation of these Neighbourhood 
Plan policies and inform the assessment of 
development proposals. Some of the practical 
proposals for co-ordinated working with 
neighbouring Parish Councils and for action on the 
ground are for the consideration of the Wilmslow 
Town Council, and their partners including Cheshire 
East Council. 

The Neighbourhood Plan Team liaised closely with 
Cheshire East Council during the development of the 
Wilmslow LCA. The Neighbourhood Plan Team met 
with a senior officer of Cheshire East Council in 
November, 2017 to discuss the compatibility of 
work commissioned by CEC (the Cheshire East 
Landscape Character Assessment) with the locally 
based LCA for the Wilmslow Neighbourhood Plan. 
The meeting concluded that the two approaches are 
highly compatible, with both using the same 
underlying landscape classification.  

Because the Wilmslow Landscape Character 
Assessment is a key document in the 
Neighbourhood Plan the regulation 14 Consultation 
Draft included a substantive account of the 
Wilmslow LCA (Section 20 p. 113-118). Both the 
Neighbourhood Plan and the Wilmslow LCA were 
subject to a six week consultation period, with 
copies posted on the Wilmslow Neighbourhood Plan 
website and hard copies made available in the 
Wilmslow public library and the Parish Hall. The 
Wilmslow LCA, and the Neighbourhood Plan policies 
which it underpins, have been well received with no 
specific objections made to the Wilmslow LCA itself.  
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Appendix One: 
Landscape Character Types and 
associated characteristics

Landscape 
Character 
Types 15 

Landscape  
Characteristics 16 

Typical Photograph of the 
Type within Wilmslow 

Wilmslow Landscape 
Character Areas within 
this Type 

River Valley  Steep sided river valleys  
 Meandering river courses  
 High levels of woodland 

along the river and tributary 
valleys, of which a significant 
proportion is ancient 
woodland  

 Tributaries in wooded 
cloughs  

 Grassy banks – including 
acid grassland  

 Bridges and viaducts  
 Isolated halls and farms 

 

 

A1 Upper Dean 

A2 Lower Dean 

A3 Upper Bollin 

A4 Wilmslow Bollin 

A5 Lower Bollin 

Overall 
Vision and 
Strategy17 

The valleys are naturalistic, tranquil landscapes where wetland habitats and watercourses 
are managed for the benefit of biodiversity and flood alleviation. The characteristic 
woodland habitats are conserved and within the farmed landscape hedgerows are restored 
where there have been losses in the past. Recreation is managed so that it is sustainable, 
compatible with the conservation objectives and visitor pressure does not degrade 
landscape character. The landscape is sparsely settled. 
The overall landscape strategy for the river valley type is to conserve the valued natural and 
cultural heritage features, enhance areas which are not in good condition and promote 
sustainable recreation activities. 

 

  

15 Land Use Consultants (2018a) Cheshire East Landscape Character Assessment 
16 Cheshire County Council (2008) Cheshire Landscape Character Assessment 
17 Land Use Consultants (2018a) Cheshire East Landscape Character Assessment 

Landscape 
Character 
Types 15 

Landscape  
Characteristics 16 

Typical Photograph of the 
Type within Wilmslow 

Wilmslow Landscape 
Character Areas within 
this Type 

River Valley  Steep sided river valleys  
 Meandering river courses  
 High levels of woodland 

along the river and tributary 
valleys, of which a significant 
proportion is ancient 
woodland  

 Tributaries in wooded 
cloughs  

 Grassy banks – including 
acid grassland  

 Bridges and viaducts  
 Isolated halls and farms 

 

 

A1 Upper Dean 

A2 Lower Dean 

A3 Upper Bollin 

A4 Wilmslow Bollin 

A5 Lower Bollin 

Overall 
Vision and 
Strategy17 

The valleys are naturalistic, tranquil landscapes where wetland habitats and watercourses 
are managed for the benefit of biodiversity and flood alleviation. The characteristic 
woodland habitats are conserved and within the farmed landscape hedgerows are restored 
where there have been losses in the past. Recreation is managed so that it is sustainable, 
compatible with the conservation objectives and visitor pressure does not degrade 
landscape character. The landscape is sparsely settled. 
The overall landscape strategy for the river valley type is to conserve the valued natural and 
cultural heritage features, enhance areas which are not in good condition and promote 
sustainable recreation activities. 

 

  

15 Land Use Consultants (2018a) Cheshire East Landscape Character Assessment 
16 Cheshire County Council (2008) Cheshire Landscape Character Assessment 
17 Land Use Consultants (2018a) Cheshire East Landscape Character Assessment 

8



 

Landscape 
Character 
Types  

Landscape  
Characteristics  

Typical Photograph of the 
Type within Wilmslow 

Wilmslow Landscape 
Character Areas within 
this Type 

Lower 
Wooded 
Farmland 

 Low lying gently rolling 
topography  

 Hedgerow boundaries and 
standard trees in a mix of 
medieval and post-medieval 
reorganised fields (irregular, 
semi-regular and regular up 
to 8ha) but with a loss of 
boundaries leading to 
formation of large fields and 
a large proportion of fences 
adding to this impression.  

 Horsiculture – fenced horse 
paddocks. 

 High density of woodland – 
blocks, coverts and riparian 

 Medium settlement density - 
mix of dispersed farms and 
nucleated hamlets/ villages 

 Mosses and some meres 
resulting from glacial 
deposits 

 Large number of water 
bodies 

 

 

B1 Chonar 

B2 Morley 

Overall 
Vision and 
Strategy   

This is a traditional working landscape which retains its strong rural character. Important 
natural and cultural heritage features are conserved and any new land uses or development 
is sympathetic to existing landscape/settlement form and character.  
The overall strategy for this landscape is to conserve the woodland and trees which give the 
landscape its wooded character, the valued semi-natural habitats and heritage features and 
the rural character which has been lost in some places due to suburbanisation and the 
presence of major transport corridors. 
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Landscape 
Character 
Types  

Landscape  
Characteristics  

Typical Photograph of the 
Type within Wilmslow 

Wilmslow Landscape 
Character Areas within 
this Type 

Higher 
Wooded 
Farmland 

 Gentle rolling and moderate 
undulating topography 

 A mix of medieval and post-
medieval reorganised fields 
(irregular, semi-regular and 
regular up to 8ha)  

 Hedgerow boundaries and 
hedgerow trees  

 High density of woodland – 
blocks, coverts and riparian  

 Predominantly low density 
dispersed settlement.  

 Ponds  
 Small mossland areas 

 

 

C1 Dean Row 

Overall 
Vision and 
Strategy   

A well-managed rural landscape between the Peaks and the Plain valued for its rural 
character and qualities which are offered in close proximity to urban areas. It is 
characterised by a high density of woodland, historic field patterns, and interspersed with 
semi-natural habitats including lowland grassland and small mosses, meres and ponds. 
Provision for recreation in the landscape is good and aligns with ecological and heritage 
conservation. The rural farmland has a low density settlement pattern with a distinct 
vernacular.  
The overall management strategy for this landscape should be to conserve the rural 
character and quality of this densely wooded farmland, conserve the valued semi-natural 
habitats and restore the traditional field pattern with hedgerow boundaries and hedgerow 
trees where these have been lost. 

 

  

10



 

Landscape 
Character 
Types  

Landscape  
Characteristics  

Typical Photograph of the 
Type within Wilmslow 

Wilmslow Landscape 
Character Areas within 
this Type 

Mossland  An accumulation of peat in 
water-logged depressions 
and hollows associated 
with glacial deposition. 

 Oligo-fibrous soils with a 
high suitability for 
horticulture when drained. 

 A distinctive field pattern, 
typical of the enclosure of 
mosslands – long linear 
moss-rooms.  

 Areas of broadleaved 
woodland – alder, birch & 
oak.  

 Heathland with birch and 
scrub regeneration.  

 Peripheral settlement that 
has encroached upon the 
former extent of the moss. 

 Place names that are 
indicative of peat e.g. 
Moss Lane. 

 Leisure facilities e.g. 
playing fields, cricket 
grounds. 

 Landfill sites.

 

D1 Lindow Moss 

Overall 
Vision and 
Strategy   

The Mossland is a small but highly distinctive landscape within Cheshire East which 
contributes to the richness and diversity of the area and holds high natural and cultural 
values. It provides a distinct atmospheric landscape which is seemingly remote and tranquil 
despite its close proximity to urban areas.  
The strategy for this LCT should be to protect and manage the extant areas of peat and 
mossland in order to maximise the biodiversity and spirit of place and maintain its open 
character and the distinctive ‘moss rooms’. The diversity and extent of areas of wetland 
habitat should be protected and managed.   
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Appendix two:  
Landscape Character Map  
for the Wilmslow LCA 
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Upper Dean 
Landscape Character Area: A1 
Landscape Character Type: River Valley 

Key characteristics 
 A well wooded river valley landscape 
 Strong human influence with urban 

development and sections of engineered river 
corridor 

 Post-industrial landscape with mill dams 

 Mature riparian woodland  

 The landscape provides good recreational 
opportunities in places  

 An ecologically rich landscape with ancient 
woodland, riverine habitats and species-rich 
grassland 

 
Figure 1. The wooded river corridor between Wilmslow and 
Handforth  
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Landscape Character 
The Upper Dean landscape character area follows 
the River Dean from Handforth Bridge eastwards 
to the A5149 after passing the Deanwater Hotel.  

This is a landscape of variation comprising riverine 
woodland, urban and residential development, a 
post-industrial landscape with mill dams 
associated with former works, and a riparian 
corridor through open countryside.  

From Handforth Bridge the river corridor is narrow 
as it passes under the imposing arches of the 
Manchester/London railway. Urban development 
presses in on either side but does not intrude on 
the landscape because the river corridor is densely 
wooded; this woodland has developed naturally 
and provides a fine example of what ‘urban 
watershed forestry’ aspires to (Fig.1). The river and 
the woodland provide ecological connectivity but 
access is limited. Similarly, residential 
development comes close to the river and the 
woodland fringing the river bank reduces the 
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urbanising impact. The mill dams associated with 
the former 19th century industry are evident and the 
river corridor is heavily engineered and narrow 
through to the Bollinfee Bridge (fig.2).  

 
Figure 2 The engineered river corridor alongside Finsbury Way 

Beyond Bollinfee Bridge the character changes and 
becomes more open as the river enters a complex 
landscape with vestiges of former mill dams, open 
streamside habitats and Hall Wood which 
comprises  stately mature trees, mainly Beech, 
with associated stands of Bluebells in spring 
(Fig.3). A small clough woodland feeds in from the 
north with Handforth Hall, an Elizabethan manor 
house at its head. A feeling of countryside is 
maintained here despite the proximity of the 
Handforth bypass (A34) which skirts it to the east.  

 
Figure 3 Stately Beech trees at Hall Wood, a scheduled ancient 
woodland 

The River Dean, with a footpath alongside, passes 
beneath the Handforth bypass after which the river 
reverts to a natural state with meanders and rich 
streamside vegetation, including riverside trees 

1 Natural England, Ancient Woodland Inventory 

such as Alder and Crack Willow. Woodland 
characterises the northern bank whilst on the 
southern bank, there is a more open landscape 
comprising a particularly species rich wildflower 
meadow (Fig.4). The final section of the valley 
proceeds through open countryside to the 
Wilmslow boundary. The surrounding landscape 
forms part of the Higher Wooded Farmland 
landscape character type. 

 
Figure 4 Cowslips flower in a biodiverse riverside meadow 

Landscape Ecology 

The valley represents an important ecological 
corridor, it narrows beyond the Handforth Bridge 
as it passes between Wilmslow and Handforth but 
the river flows freely beneath an almost 
continuous tree canopy. The river is constrained 
to an artificial channel as it passes the site of the 
former print works (now residential development) 
but there is continuity of woodland and wetland 
habitats on the Handforth side of the stream 
corridor before the whole landscape opens out 
beyond the Bollinfee Bridge.  

The triangle of land between Dean Road, 
Woodlands Road and the Handforth Bypass (A34) 
is an important node within the wider ecological 
network. Hall Wood, which has ancient origins1, 
has long been designated as a Local Wildlife Site 
but it is the complex mosaic of wetlands (former 
mill dams), streamside habitats and woodlands 
which together make up a habitat patch of great 
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richness and complexity (Fig. 5). 

 
Figure 5 There is a rich mosaic of habitats at Hall Wood & River 
Dean Banks Local Wildlife Site 

The river continues beneath the Handforth bypass 
(Fig.6) and there is a continuation of Hall Wood 
with, here too, Bluebells on the woodland floor. 
From here on the river becomes increasingly 
natural with riparian woodland and other 
streamside habitats (Fig.7). Water quality is good 
and the river supports a rich invertebrate fauna 
with Caddis, Stonefly, Mayfly and Damsel Fly, 
together the native Crayfish. Not surprisingly this 
is an excellent fishery with Trout, Chub, Grayling, 
Roach and Dace. The river valley and the flower 
rich meadow across the footbridge have all been 
designated as a Local Wildlife Site.

 
Figure 6 The ecological corridor is constrained beneath the 
Handforth/Wilmslow bypass 

2 Heusel, F.E., 1982, Handforth Through the Ages, 
Cheshire Libraries and Museums 

 
Figure 7 The river corridor upstream of Hall Wood 

 Landscape History 
The Upper Dean valley has a significant role in the 
industrialisation of the local landscape. It 
provided an initial source of power for local 
industry and also a source of process water. The 
first mill is recorded in 1291 when Henry de 
Honford obtained the right to erect a mill and dam 
on the river2. There is evidence that milling 
continued into the 17th century. By 1838 a calico 
printwork was located at Deanwater near to 
Woodford comprising print works, bleaching and 
dye works. This venture failed but the calico 
printworks of Symonds, Cunliffe and Co at 
Handforth proved a more successful venture and 
several mill dams were created on the site which 
also served the bleach work by Handforth Bridge 
beside Manchester Road. Water was supplied by 
a mill lade running from a weir upstream of Hall 
Wood3. The arches of the London to Manchester 
Railway viaduct, opened 1842, straddle the river 
and create an imposing feature (Fig.8). 

3 Wilmslow Historical Society, 1990, Victorian Handforth 
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Figure 8 The viaduct carrying the Manchester/London railway, 
opened 1842 

The site of the printworks was used during both world 
wars, it served as a German prisoner of war camp 
during the First World War and as a tank depot during 
the Second World War. The site of the printworks is 
now a residential development whilst the bleach 
works is a business park.  

Spirit of place 

 
Figure 9 Parts of the river corridor are almost inaccessible 

This is a landscape with strong but contrasting 
historical characters; from the post-industrial urban 
edge where the railway viaduct, dams and remnants 
of historical land use sit within a wooded corridor 
tightly surrounded by residential and business land 
uses, to the ancient woodlands of Hall Wood and 
the more open countryside towards the Deanwater 
Hotel. There are strong local memories associated 
with this landscape; the former printworks and the 
prisoner of war camp have significant roles in the 
history of the area. In places the river corridor is 
difficult to access and this inaccessibility, whilst off 
putting to many, offers a place of exploration and 
freedom for younger people (Fig.9). Hall Wood is 
locally cherished for the Bluebells in spring and the 
opportunity to enjoy countryside close to the town 
(Fig.10). Further upstream public access is limited 
but authorised fishing takes place here and offers a 
further use to the river landscape. 

 
Figure 10  Bluebells in Hall Wood 
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Celebrated landscape 
 A clean river with a rich biota and thriving 

fishery 

 The river and its associated habitats constitute 
a valuable ecological corridor as recognised by 
the designation of Local Wildlife Sites 

 Hall Wood is an important ancient woodland 
and the native Bluebells it supports are locally 
treasured 

 A distinctive and important local industrial and 
social history 

 An important recreational landscape which has 
potential to offer further opportunities to the 
local population 

Changing landscape 
 The post-industrial landscape features, 

associated mainly with the 19th century, are 
being succeeded by development 

 Secondary woodland has colonised the stream 
corridor between Wilmslow and Handforth 
providing a rich habitat and ecological resource 

 Cheshire East Local Plan proposes a major 
housing development just to the north of this 
landscape character area, the North Cheshire 
Growth Village. This will create its own 
recreational demand and further increase 
pressure on the surrounding countryside 

Landscape opportunities 
 The recommendations of the Bollin Valley 

Management Plan (1976)4 for improved visitor 
access and countryside management have been 
partially realised and there is potential to enable 
greater access and recreational use of the river 
corridor. 

 Establish joint working between Handforth 
Town Council, Wilmslow Town Council, 

4 Hall, A., 1976, The Bollin Valley – A Study of land 
management in the Urban Fringe, Countryside 
Commission 

Cheshire East Council, the National Trust and 
the Bollin Valley Partnership to help realise the 
ecosystem services of the Dean valley and 
Upper Dean in particular 

 Improve access in the river corridor through a 
footbridge at Bollinfee Bridge (Fig.11), creation 
of new routes between Handforth Bridge and 
Dean Road and on the south side of the river 
from Hall Wood to Deanwater Bridge and 
consider regularising access to the land 
between Dean Road, Woodlands Road and the 
bypass 

 The Hall Wood and River Dean Banks Local 
Wildlife Site would make an excellent Local 
Nature Reserve 

 Establish a management plan to safeguard 
landscape character, including biodiversity and 
industrial history 

 Establish a volunteer ranger service and 
interpretive programme to cover the River Dean 
landscape from Twinnies Bridge to the 
Deanwater Bridge and increase public 
ownership and understanding of the area 

 
Figure 11  A new footbridge over the Dean at Bollinfee Bridge 
would greatly improve countryside access 
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Lower Dean 
Landscape Character Area: A2 
Landscape Character Type: River Valley 

Key characteristics 
 An incised river valley landscape 

 Valley sides are often wooded creating a strong 
sense of enclosure and seclusion 

 Patches of species rich grassland provide 
ecological value on valley sides 

 Poorly drained grassland on the valley floor 
managed for grazing 

 Mainly undeveloped with a strong pastoral 
character and sense of tranquillity 

 The landscape provides good recreational 
opportunities 

 
Figure 1 Species rich grassland on the valley slopes 
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Landscape Character 
The Lower Dean landscape character area follows 
the River Dean from the confluence with the River 
Bollin at Twinnies Bridge to Handforth Bridge 
further east.  

The valley is undeveloped and unsettled, woodland 
often screens nearby settlement creating a strong 
sense of enclosure and seclusion. The river forms 
a common boundary with Styal and Handforth. 
This area is included in the Lower Bollin landscape 

character area of the Cheshire County LCA 
(Cheshire County Council, 2008).  

The valley floor is widest where the Bollin and Dean 
watercourses converge; before this the river 
follows natural meanders with steep valley sides 
which have cut through the mantle of boulder clay. 
The valley sides support species rich grasslands 
(Fig.1) and woodlands; these include the clough 
woodlands feeding in from Lacey Green in 
Wilmslow and the Dobbin Brook, Handforth (Fig 2). 
The valley floor is pasture over soft, silty alluvium, 
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which is often poorly drained and can become 
waterlogged and poached in winter.  

Figure 1 The woodland at Dobbin Brook Clough 

The view from the railway, as it crosses the valley, 
is of an inviting, pastoral scene. Within the valley 
itself the railway arches add visual interest (Fig 3). 
Other infrastructure, such as the waste water 
treatment works near Twinnies Bridge and HMP 
Styal near Deadman’s Wood, tend to be well 
screened by woodland, although the large waste 
water pipes which cross the valley are locally 
prominent. 

 
Figure 3 The railway arches add interest and help frame the view  

Landscape Ecology 

The River Dean is an important ecological corridor 
running from the open countryside to the east of 
Wilmslow, through a wooded corridor between 
Wilmslow and Handforth and into the established 
river valley of the Lower Dean. The valley supports 
a wealth of species in a matrix of habitats including 
blocks of woodland and trees, hedgerows, 
streams, ponds and scrub (Fig.4). The entire valley 
from the Styal Road (B5166) to the railway arches 

is a 

 
Figure 4 Invasive plants like Himalayan Balsam are present, but 
the rich variety of habitats promotes high biological diversity 

scheduled Local Wildlife Site (River Dean, Banks 
and Meadows).  

The river has cut through boulder clay and water 
seepages are common on the slopes. These 
‘flushed’ areas support attractive species rich 
grassland (Fig.5). The realisation of the full 
ecological potential on such flushes depends on 
timely and careful grazing management. The 
clough woodlands on small streams which have 
cut into the valley sides may have been modified 
through time but the ground flora, with plants like 
Sanicle, Hairy Woodrush and Yellow Archangel, 
suggests an ancient origin (Fig. 6). Dobbin Brook 
Clough, feeding into the valley from Handforth is a 
scheduled Local Wildlife Site. 

 
Figure 5 Flower rich meadow with Common Spotted Orchid, Red 
Clover, Meadow Buttercup and Yellow Rattle 

The secondary woodland on the south bank of the 
river below the Wilmslow Garden Centre and 
adjoining gallops has become a useful and well 
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recorded wildlife habitat1. Over 50 species of 
birds have been recorded, including Tawny Owl, 
Nuthatch, Tree Creeper and Sparrow Hawk, 
mammals include badgers, bats and hedgehogs 
and 200 species of moth, including a first record 
for Cheshire.  

 
Figure 6 The stream, and woodland below Little Stanneylands 

Landscape History 
The 1872 Ordnance Survey map for Wilmslow shows 
the Lower Dean landscape in fine detail (1:2,500 
scale). At that time this section of the Dean Valley 
and the surrounding plateaux were undeveloped, with 
water meadows in the valley, clough woodlands and 
rectilinear fields in the surrounding countryside.  

The railway line, constructed by the London and 
North Western Railway, opened in 1909 to connect 

1 Stones, N., 2017, Proposed Little Stanneylands 
development – ecology, Report for Little Stanneylands 
and Dean Valley Action Group 
2 Institute of Water Pollution Control, 1967, Report of site 
visit.  

Wilmslow to Manchester via Styal. The handsome 
railway viaduct across the Lower Dean, adds to the 
character of the valley and affords excellent views of 
the valley for travellers on the railway.  

A second major infrastructure development was the 
waste water treatment facility of Wilmslow UDC at 
the bottom of the valley, close to Twinnies Bridge. 
The original works were constructed in 1895, rebuilt 
in 1934, and extended to assume a ‘modern’ 
configuration in 19602. Almost the whole flow was 
gravitational with a high level ‘aqueduct’ over the 
River Dean to carry all the effluent from the northern 
drainage area (Fig.7).  The treatment facility serves 
the catchment towns of Wilmslow, Handforth and 
Styal. Effluent quality had already improved greatly 
from the early days of the Bollin Valley project3 but a 
major investment programme was required to meet 
the requirements of the EU Fish Directive by 31st 
March 2004. This was achieved by installing a 
tertiary treatment and other measures within the 
existing footprint of the works which were 
successfully commissioned in March, 2003.  

On the post-war O.S. map, to the west of the River 
Dean, facing Wilmslow above the valley, is the Styal 
Cottage Homes of Manchester Corporation. Here, 
from 1898 to 1956, poor children from Manchester 
were housed and educated. The last child left in 
1956 by which time Manchester had opened 22 
family group homes, housing 116 children. The 
children’s home was succeeded by HM Prison Styal 
in 1962, with women transferred from HMP 
Strangeways. Today Styal is a closed category 
prison for sentenced and remanded female adults 
and young offenders. 

3 Hall,A., 1976, The Bollin Valley – a Study of Land 
Management in the Urban Fringe, Countryside 
Commission 
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Figure 7 A waste water pipe crossing the River Dean 

The 1959 O.S. map shows residential development 
underway in Wilmslow around Lacey Green on the 
east side of the valley; today, development here and 
in Handforth is visible on the skyline but does not 
intrude into the valley, (Fig.8).  

 
Figure 8  Residential development in Wilmslow and Handforth 
approaches the valley but does not intrude into it 

Spirit of place 
The Lower Dean valley is an attractive but little 
known landscape. On a warm summer’s day the 
valley offers an inviting prospect. In 1990 Wilmslow 
Historical Society published an engaging account of 
‘Victorian Handforth’ but it is their description of the 
area in the 20th century that is particularly telling4 

‘In the present century, Handforth became known as 
a beautiful spot for holidays, with its woods, 
streams and peaceful undulations. Holiday cottages 
were put up, some in the fields and some on the 

4 Wilmslow Historical Society, 1990, Victorian Handforth 

main road, where one or two still remain. Visitors 
could then enjoy the massed Bluebells in the woods, 
the delicate coverage of Primroses in spring, the 
clouds of Blue-Tits which haunted particular trees, 
and the general beauty of the area.’ 

The valley is a natural playground for children from 
nearby housing but visitors can be deterred by 
uncertainty about access, despite the fact that 
much of the valley is publicly owned. Access can 
also be difficult due to poor conditions underfoot – 
grazing in winter causes severe poaching and in 
places the path can be almost impassable. 

Celebrated landscape 
 Attractive recreational landscape under-used by 

local residents  

 Natural play areas close to housing 

 Clear river with meanders and other natural 
features 

 Rich diversity of wildlife habitats including the 
stream, flowery grasslands, hedgerows, scrub 
and clough woodlands 

 Railway viaduct adds visual interest 

 Lower section publicly owned and managed by 
Bollin Valley Partnership with a focus on 
ecological value 

Changing landscape 
 Cheshire East Local Plan includes a strategic 

site for housing (around 200 dwellings) on the 
river terrace at Stanneylands; the site is partially 
screened from the valley by mature woodland 

 New development will be buffered from the 
valley by an area of ‘protected open space’ with 
public access and a new footbridge over the 
River Dean which will increase awareness and 
use of the valley5  

5 Cheshire East :Local Plan Strategy 2010-2030, Site LPS 
56, land at Little Stanneylands, Wilmslow-developemnt 
brief 
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 Invasive species have the potential to affect the 
ecology and floral diversity of the valley 

Landscape opportunities 
 Allocation of protected open space, new multi-

user path and footbridge over the Dean in 
association with proposed housing 
development at Stanneylands will improve 
public access along the valley 

 New footpath link needed on the south-east 
side of the river below Stanneylands Road to 
provide safe connection to the proposed multi-
user path at the Stanneylands development 

 Improve condition of footpaths, signage, 
accessibility and visitor provision with a multi-
user path on publicly owned land between 
Twinnies Bridge and Linney’s Bridge 

 Promote access to the Dean valley and make it 
better known to local people 

 Realise the potential for interpretation and 
environmental education, especially in relation 
to the river itself 

 Protect wildlife habitats along this important 
wildlife corridor maintaining the pastoral 
character and working with the Bollin Valley 
Partnership to continue the ecological 
management of the landscape, including 
management of invasive species 

 Ensure any future development follows planning 
conditions to restrict development to less 
sensitive locations within the valley and 
respects ecological constraints on site whilst 
ensuring a long term management strategy for 
the land along the valley 
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Upper Bollin 
Landscape Character Area: A3 
Landscape Character Type: River Valley 

Key characteristics 
 A broad pastoral valley landscape with long 

views to the Pennine hills beyond 

 An actively farmed landscape with both cattle 
and sheep 

 Historical landscape is prominent through field 
pattern and the Vardon Bridge 

 Rich ecological character with a floodplain 
grazing marsh, species rich hedgerows, marshy 
remnants of oxbow lakes and gravel and sand 
beds within the river  

 Meandering river with meadows providing 
natural flood storage capacity upstream of 
Wilmslow 

 

 
Figure 1 The river meanders through a pastoral landscape
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Landscape Character 
The river valley landscape follows the River Bollin 
from Vardon Bridge upstream towards Mottram 
Bridge. From Vardon Bridge the river valley opens 
out to form an expansive landscape where the 
river meanders through pastoral land comprising 
riverside meadows and farmland grazed by cattle 
and sheep (Fig.1). At times the river is hidden 
from view by fringing vegetation, including well-
grown Alder and Crack Willow trees (Fig.2). This 
is an active river and, in places, builders’ rubble 
has been used inappropriately to ‘stabilise’ the 

banks. 

 
Figure 2 In places the river is hidden by fringing vegetation of 
Crack Willow and Alder 

26



Wooded corridors feed out from the river on both 
sides but the woodland screen that characterises 
the steeper slopes of the Wilmslow Bollin is 
mostly absent here. There are farm buildings on 
the skyline, notably the Hollies. Isolated larger 
houses on the valley sides can appear prominent 
(Fig.3). The valley becomes increasingly rural 
further upstream towards Prestbury, with fine 
views to the distant Pennine Hills. 

Figure 3 Larger houses on the valley side can appear prominent 

Landscape Ecology  
The river, with its fringing vegetation, floodplain 
grazing marsh and species rich hedgerows is a 
scheduled Local Wildlife Site (Bollin Valley, CEO 34), 
(Fig.4). 

 
Figure 4 The river and associated habitats are a scheduled 
Local Wildlife Site 

The citation states that ’this section of the Bollin is 
an actively meandering river system with gravel and 
sand beds (Fig.5) and the marshy remnants of ox-
bow lakes’. An ‘ox-bow’ is a bend in the river shaped 
like the collar of a yoked ox; an ox-bow lake is 
formed when the neck is pierced and the bend cut 
off. The river supports Brown Trout and River Water-
Crowfoot is present throughout. Lesser Marshwort, 

a locally scarce species, is present in the central 
section of the site. 

 
Figure 5 Gravel beds and riffles create good conditions for fish 
spawning  

The water quality of the River Bollin has improved 
greatly over the past 40 years, especially due to 
investment by United Utilities at the large Prestbury 
Sewage Works which is just upstream. This, 
together with the rich variety of riverside habitats, 
makes for a high level of biodiversity. The very 
attractive Yellow Wagtail, which has suffered a 
catastrophic decline nationally and in Cheshire, is 
still present in its traditional haunt of cattle grazed 
damp meadows. Farmland birds associated with 
damp meadows have been in general decline but 
Curlew and Lapwing persist here and they have 
been joined by Oystercatcher, which is switching its 
breeding territory from the coast to inland Cheshire. 
‘Red list’ farmland birds such as Reed Bunting and 
Yellow Hammer are also present. Here as elsewhere 
along Wilmslow’s river systems, invasive plant 
species are an issue. Part way along the river is a 
small Alder copse where the native ground flora 
(Wood Anemone, Bluebell and Red Campion) is 
doing battle with the invasive Himalayan Balsam 
(Fig.6). Japanese Knotweed occurs in places, whilst 
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other non-native species are present on imported 
material along the river banks.

 
Figure 6 An Alder copse where Himalayan Balsam is 
out-competing the native ground flora 

Landscape History 
Vardon Bridge is a Grade II listed building in ashlar 
pink sandstone, dating from 1786, Fig.7. 

 
Figure 7 Vardon Bridge is a Grade II Listed Building  

The scene beyond, with the river meandering 
through floodplain meadows, seems to have 
changed little since that time; field boundaries on 
the 1842 Tithe Map for Bollinfee are mostly still 
recognisable. The general course of the river here is 
east/west and on the northern side of the floodplain 
is a prominent hedgebank, topped with well-grown 
hawthorn, which clearly marked the upper limit of 
the water meadows (Near Far Carr) on the Tithe 
Map, Fig.8. Above this, ‘Brow Side’ on the south 
facing slope, would once have been cultivated land. 
Here, on what today is semi-improved grassland, the 
prominent ridge and furrow marking the cultivation 
pattern of earlier times are still visible; indeed 

adjoining the Hollies on its north side was once 
‘Wheat Field’, with ‘Sawpit Field’ next to that. 

 
Figure 8 An old hedge bank demarcates the water meadows of 
‘Near Far Carr’ from he once cultivated ‘Brow Side’ 

The valley is surrounded by a landscape of large 
rectilinear fields and, even in 1842, the Hollies is 
prominent with, as today, a large uninterrupted field 
‘Barn Field’ running down from the farm to Meadow 
Brook field beside the river, Fig.9. In earlier times 
soil fertility was maintained by spreading lime rich 
clay (marl) onto the fields and on the boundary 
between Wilmslow and Prestbury, at the foot of the 
northern slope, is a remarkable assemblage of 
former marl pits which appear today as a cluster of 
pools overgrown with trees and other vegetation, 
Fig.10. 

 
Figure 9 Sheep with lambs in the ‘Barn Field’ below Hollies Farm 

The valley is surrounded by a landscape of large 
rectilinear fields and, even in 1842, the Hollies is 
prominent with, as today, a large uninterrupted field 
‘Barn Field’ running down from the farm to Meadow 
Brook field beside the river, Fig.9. In earlier times 
soil fertility was maintained by spreading lime rich 
clay (marl) onto the fields and on the boundary 
between Wilmslow and Mottram St. Andrew, at the 
foot of the northern slope, is a remarkable
assemblage of former marl pits which appear today 
as a cluster of pools overgrown with trees and other 
vegetation, Fig.10.
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Figure 10 Former marl pit on the border with Prestbury 

Spirit of place 
The heavily trafficked Vardon Bridge marks the 
entrance to the Upper Bollin landscape. The Bollin 
Valley Project Officer in a 1976 report states that 
‘east of Vardon Bridge an attractive rural 
atmosphere persists with superb views of the hills 
around Rainow1’; this remains an accurate 
description of the current landscape. There is a 
rewarding riverside walk along the Bollin Way from 
Wilmslow to Prestbury, with circular walks possible 
in Wilmslow via the footpaths which join the valley 
from the north (Fig.11). 

 
Figure 11 The Bollin way looking towards Prestbury and the hills 
above Rainow 

The landscape is at its best in late spring and early 
summer with Hawthorn blossom in the hedgerows, 

1  Hall, A., 1976, The Bollin Valley, A Study of Land 
Management in the Urban Fringe, Countryside 
Commission 

Buttercups in the water meadows (Fig.12) and in 
June great rafts of white flowered Water Crowfoot 
in the river. In winter, walking can be more difficult 
on the soft waterlogged ground which, in places, is 
heavily poached by cattle. 

 
Figure 12 The landscape in spring with Buttercup meadows and 
May blossom 

Celebrated landscape 
 Productive farmland with livestock grazing, 

creating a pastoral scene 

 Attractive riverside walk along a key section of 
the Bollin Way, between Wilmslow and 
Prestbury 

 An active free-flowing river with meanders, sand 
bars and gravelly riffles – well suited to native 
Brown Trout 

 Designated wildlife site with a rich complex of 
streamside habits 

 Strong sense of the historical landscape 
remains with field patterns and boundaries 
intact 

Changing landscape 
 Heavy traffic on the A5102 at Vardon Bridge is a 

hazard to pedestrians and may threaten the 
integrity of the bridge 
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 The eroding river bank and changing river 
course has led to inappropriate bank 
management  

 The Bollin Way can be difficult in winter due to 
soft, puddled ground 

 Isolated valley-side villas can be visually 
intrusive and further such developments may 
affect the landscape character 

 Invasive species are affecting the habitats 
along the river bank including Himalayan 
Balsam and Japanese Knotweed 

Landscape opportunities 
 Promote use of the Bollin Way with education 

regarding responsible behaviour towards 
livestock and wildlife  

 Interpret the historic landscape and the wildlife 

 Improve footpath condition, especially for 
winter use 

 Use naturalistic methods such as fagotting if 
erosion control is required 

 Manage the spread of invasive species e.g. 
Himalayan Balsam 

 Potential for natural storage of flood water 
helps to reduce flood risk for Wilmslow 
downstream 

 Promote an active partnership between farming 
and nature conservation interests to sustain 
and enhance biodiversity, especially birds of 
stream and meadow  
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Wilmslow Bollin 
Landscape Character Area: A4 
Landscape Character Type: River Valley 

Key characteristics 
 Flat floodplain landscape with a wide river 

meandering through it 

 Steep sided, mature woodland valley sides 
creating a strong sense of enclosure 

 Recreational landscapes with grassland 
habitats, car parking, play and sport facilities 

 Transport routes crossing the landscape 
creating structure and scale 

 Pastoral grazing in some locations 

 Wetland habitat mosaics e.g. carrs, ponds, 
marsh and tall fen 

 Sense of history associated with the built 
character e.g. the Parish Church and railway 
arches 

 Parkland character in places 

Figure 1 Play facilities at Wilmslow Carrs
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Landscape Character 
The Wilmslow Bollin landscape character area 
follows the River Bollin through Wilmslow running 
east to west from Varden Bridge to Twinnies Bridge, 
at the confluence of the Rivers Bollin and Dean. The 
landscape is characterised by mature wooded banks 
and grassland habitats, often used for recreation (Fig 
1), along the flat, valley floodplain. There is strong 
human influence around the river with parks, 
pathways and development. This is a cherished local 

landscape which plays a significant role in the 
character and setting of the town, including the 16th 
century parish church, and provides routes and 
recreational opportunities for residents and visitors. 
Valley sides are often high and steep, in places 
closing in to create a narrow valley landscape. These 
steep slopes support mature woodlands which 
create a strong sense of enclosure and obscure, or 
more often block, views to surrounding properties 
whilst also creating an abrupt transition to the urban 
edge that lies beyond the character area. In the east 
there are occasional views to the distant Pennine 
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hills and some pastoral land uses on the more 
gently sloping valley sides.  

The river meanders along a flat valley floodplain 
which supports amenity uses, pastoral grazing 
and, in places, a matrix of wetland habitats. 
Wilmslow Park and Wilmslow Carrs offer good 
access and recreational facilities and are popular, 
well used locations. They contrast somewhat in 
character: the Park offers a less formal 
recreational setting with the grassland largely 
managed by grazing longhorn cattle whilst the 
Carrs provides a network of paths, play facilities, 
tennis courts and car parking. In places mature 
woodland and specimen trees create the 
perception of a parkland landscape, echoing the 
former land management of the area. 

 
Figure 2 The river flowing under the Wilmslow bypass 

Adjacent to the town the character of the 
landscape is influenced by development and 
transport infrastructure. The river flows through 
an engineered channel below the Wilmslow 

bypass (Fig 2) and streamside vegetation helps 
maintain the riverside character. Two large 
railway arches cross the valley creating a sense of 
imposing scale and framing views of the town. 
Commercial development along the riverbank 
contrasts with the easily accessible grasslands 
and Wilmslow Parish Church creates a valued and 
impressive viewpoint, marking the transition from 
the valley landscape to the urban town area. 

Landscape Ecology  

 
Figure 3 Habitat diversity at Wilmslow Carrs with grassland, 
marsh and wet woodland 

The river, streamside vegetation and extensive 
mature woodland provide excellent ecological 
connectivity, creating an important ecological 
corridor. This corridor continues through the town 
centre and connects two designated Local Wildlife 
Sites, Wilmslow Park (upstream) and Wilmslow 
Carrs (downstream) (Fig 3). 

The fertile alluvial soil of Wilmslow Park supports 
a species-rich grassland, maintained by grazing of 
Longhorn cattle, themselves a rare breed and a 
distinctive landscape feature. The grassland 
supports plants such as Black Knapweed, 
Common Cat’s Ear and Devil’s-Bit Scabious. The 
grassland, together with patches of tall herb and 
scrub, provides a diverse habitat complex for birds 
and insects, especially butterflies. Grey Wagtails 
nest close to the Town weir. In places the river is 
eroding its banks, providing valuable nesting 
habitat for a colony of Sand Martins (Fig 4).  
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Habitat diversity in the Wilmslow Carrs is even 
greater, especially towards the western end with 
ponds, marsh, tall fen, semi-improved grassland, 
woodland flushes, woodland streams and 
secondary ‘hanging woodland’ on the valley slopes. 
There is an exceptional population of the common 
frog and on summer evenings, several species of 
bat can be seen above and around the river. This 
ecological richness contributes to visitor 
enjoyment, and is sustained despite a very high 
level of recreational use.

 
Figure 4 The eroding riverbank and sand martin habitat in 
Wilmslow Park 

Landscape History 
The River Bollin has shaped, and continues to 
shape the landscape. The focal point of Wilmslow 
Parish Church, a Grade I listed building (Fig 5), 

1 Cheshire County Council and English Heritage, 2003, 
Cheshire Historic Towns Survey, Wilmslow – 
Archaeological Assessment  

stands on a curvilinear bluff above the river. Prior 
to the establishment of the first church here in the 
13th 

 
Figure 5 Wilmslow Parish Church and the Old Bridge over the 
Bollin at Chancel Lane 

century, the site may have been an Anglo-Saxon 
pagan burial site (Wighelmes-hlaw)1.  The existing 
St Bartholomew’s Church, built under the direction 
of the rector, Henry Trafford was completed 
around 15222. It was substantially restored by the 
Victorian architect William Brakspear in 1862-3. At 
the same time the churchyard was extended and 
the river diverted to accommodate it.  

The river was an important power source: the first 
edition Ordnance Survey map of 1871/2 shows a 
mill leat leading from the town weir (Fig 6) in 
Wilmslow Park to Wilmslow Corn Mill. This corn 
mill stood near the corner of Manchester Road and 
Bollin Walk until 1949, where Millbank House now 
stands. On the opposite bank is the Stockport 
Corporation water treatment works, now managed 
by United Utilities, and further downstream, stood 
the Wilmslow Silk Works, previously Barber’s Silk 
Mill. This mill repeatedly flooded whilst operating 
as a laundry in 1910 and was destroyed by fire in 
October, 1923. It’s remains exist on the north bank 
of the Carrs.3 

The Wilmslow Carrs, originally part of Henry 
Boddington’s Pownall Hall estate, was gifted by 
Boddington in 1925 ‘for the recreation, health and 

2 Knowles,F., 2017, Living Stones – The story of St 
Bartholomew’s Church and the faith to which it bears 
witness. 
3 Warrender, K, 2013, Bollin Valley – from Macclesfield to 
the Ship Canal, Willow Publishing 
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pleasure of Wilmslow and her children for ever4’. 
Further land was acquired by the council in the 
1930s and ‘The Carrs’ are shown on the revised 
Ordnance Survey map of 1935. The remains of St 
Olaf’s Chapel built by Boddington on the upper 
slopes evidences the former ownership. 

Wilmslow Park was also acquired by the local 
authority. Since 1987 this area has been managed 
by the Bollin Valley Partnership, a countryside 
management scheme established in 1972, to 
promote access along the valley, working with 
landowners and farmers to support recreational 
uses.

 
Figure 6 The town weir in Wilmslow Park 

The deeply incised Bollin valley, as it passes 
through Wilmslow, is crossed by transport 
infrastructure, illustrating the challenging and 
changing relationship of humans and landscape: 
Samuel Finney, Justice of the Peace for Wilmslow, 
oversaw the construction of several roads and 
bridges5. The first was the new Manchester Road 
crossing in 1775 followed by Vardon Bridge (1786). 
Both are Grade II listed structures. The brick 
arches of the Manchester to Birmingham railway 
viaduct (also Grade II listed) dominate and impose 
upon the landscape (Fig 7). The railway, opened on 
May 10th, 1842, obliterating the medieval Bollin 
Hall. A second railway linking Wilmslow to 
Manchester via Styal opened in 1909. Latterly, the 
Wilmslow Bypass was constructed to carry the 

4 An inscription at the entrance to the children’s 
play area off Chancel Lane 

A34 across the Bollin upstream of the railway. 

 
Figure 7 The dominating railway arches 

Spirit of place 
This is a varied landscape with a strong association 
to the town centre and identity of Wilmslow. The 
relationship to the built environment means in 
places this is a busy landscape where transport 
infrastructure and buildings dominate the spirit of 
place. Elsewhere the strong woodland slopes 
essentially cut the landscape off from surrounding 
areas and create a sense of enclosure and relatively 
pastoral feel. Although this is a much visited 
landscape, particularly at the Carrs, the river imparts 
a strong sense of tranquillity and calmness even on 
busy days. This is a relaxing landscape which is 
enjoyed for recreation, sports, picnics, walks, 
solitude and reflection. The play equipment in the 
Carrs means this is a landscape enjoyed by many 
children and thus is a place with a hugely important 
role in creating childhood memories and enjoyment. 
In this location the sound of children playing is often 
an important contributor to the spirit of place. 

5 Hodson, H., 1971, The Story of Wilmslow, J. Andrew and 
Co. Ltd., Ashton-under-Lyme 
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Wilmslow Park is a less formal landscape and here 
there is a sense of being in the country and the 
adjacency to the town is easy to forget (Fig 8). In 
places close to the town, especially where access is 
cut off or compromised, the spirit alters and 
becomes less enjoyable and welcoming because 
pathways are often overgrown and the need to 
negotiate transport infrastructure, such as the 
bypass can feel unwelcoming, overly enclosed and 
intimidating. 

 
Figure 8 Longhorn cattle in Wilmslow Park where the landscape 
feels less formal 

Celebrated landscape 
 Good quality access and recreational 

opportunities; land management enables this 

 Parish church, the landmark, sense of history 
and setting for the town this provides 

 The railway arches and how views of the railway 
frame the entrance to the town 

 Water quality, habitats and wildlife opportunities 
along the river e.g. Salmon and Trout migration, 
potential for Otters, habitat mosaics in both the 
Carrs and Wilmslow Park 

 Sense of enclosure and ‘rural’ experience so 
close to the urban edge and the mature 
woodlands that create this whilst providing 
habitat and connectivity along the valley 

 The value of a largely undeveloped and 
functional floodplain  

Changing landscape 
 The evolving river bank provides habitat 

opportunities but also impacts on access and 
may threaten footpaths and bridges 

 River water quality is constrained by diffuse 
pollution, and the river corridor facilitates the 
spread of invasive species such as Himalayan 
Balsam 

 Visitor pressures and the limited capacity of the 
existing infrastructure near Twinnies Bridge to 
meet these pressures where car parking 
capacity does not meet demand and where 
toilet facilities are no longer functional 
negatively impacts on the landscape, landscape 
perceptions and enjoyment 

 Office development has closed the riverside 
walk and impacted upon the character of the 
river corridor (Fig 9) 

 In places, development is encroaching into the 
wooded slopes with a detrimental impact on the 
strong sense of enclosure characteristic of this 
landscape 

 
Figure 9 The closed riverside walk 

Landscape opportunities 
 Opportunity should be made to enable easy 

access routes along the valley between the 
Carrs and Wilmslow Park, addressing 
accessibility and road safety to create a green 
corridor linking up the landscape character area 
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 The undeveloped floodplain needs to be 
recognised as a flood risk management asset 
and protected in policy 

 The woodland valley sides should be well 
maintained and actively managed 

 Development should not encroach onto the 
wooded slopes so the sense of enclosure 
created by the woodland is maintained 

 The UU water treatment works land should 
remain an open space and access could be 
created through it so it can become part of a 
green corridor (Fig 10) 

 Facilities at the Carrs, in terms of car parking 
and toilets, need to be maintained to meet 
demand and any further facilities need to be 
designed with ecological integrity, e.g. 
grasscrete parking, green roofs on buildings, 
solar energy and water reuse 

 In Wilmslow Park the town weir could support 
fish migration and hydropower  

 The extensive grazing of Wilmslow Park by 
Longhorn Cattle should continue 

 Community engagement and involvement will 
ensure the landscape continues to be valued 
and cherished with the support of groups e.g. 
the Friends of the Carrs, Bollin Valley 
Partnership and BEACON (Bollin Environmental 
Action and Conservation) 

 
Figure 10 The United Utilities water treatment works beside the 
Bollin 
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Lower Bollin 
Landscape Character Area: A5 
Landscape Character Type: River Valley 

Key characteristics 
 An enclosed river valley landscape  
 The river takes a sinuous and meandering 

course, winding along the valley bottom 
 Valley sides support continuous, dense 

woodland creating a strong sense of enclosure 
and seclusion 

 Cultural and industrial heritage with the 
presence of Quarry Bank Mill 

 Strong ecological integrity provided by the 
ancient woodland and the river which has good 
water quality 

 

Figure 1. The Lower Bollin – an enclosed valley with fringing 
woodlands 
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Landscape Character 
This river valley landscape follows the River Bollin as 
it heads north from Wilmslow Carrs towards Quarry 
Bank Mill. From here the river curves west before 
turning north-west to enter a tunnel under 
Manchester Airport’s second runway.  

Over most of Wilmslow’s countryside, the underlying 
rocks are covered by a thick mantle of glacial drift. 
The Lower Bollin is different because the river has 

1British Geological Survey, 1993, Geological Survey of 
Great Britain, Sheet 98, Stockport (1:50,000 scale map) 

cut through to expose the Permo-Triassic rocks 
beneath. Soon after Twinnies Bridge the Bollin valley 
takes on a gorge-like character as the river exploits 
an underlying geological fault (the Alderley Edge 
fault)1 to expose the reddish Keuper Sandstone. 
These rocks can be seen to good effect in the 
quarry upstream of Quarry Bank Mill and in the 
garden of the National Trust’s Quarry Bank House 
which features ‘quite exceptional Permo-Triassic 
outcrops’2. The Keuper Sandstone was formed 238-
205 million years ago when Cheshire was situated 

2 Owen, F., 2009, The ‘Secret Garden’, Styal Country Park 
– a geological guide 

39



about 20 degrees north of the equator, roughly 
equivalent to the position of the Sahara today and 
the geology reflects that. Further downstream these 
rocks are succeeded by the Lower Keuper Marl. 

This is an enclosed landscape where the steep valley 
sides, continuous woodland and the natural sinuous 
passage of the river combine to reduce visibility 
within the river corridor, preventing views to 
surrounding landscapes (Fig.1). The intimate 
character of much of the area contrasts with the 
western edge where the river is channelised in a 
tunnel under the runway. Here the human influence 
and scale of the A538 and engineered structures 
associated with the airport override the natural 
character, however this impact is localised (Fig.2). 

Figure 2 Footpaths pass by and through the river tunnel beneath 
Manchester Airport’s second runway 

This river valley represents a strong ecological 
corridor; both along the valley sides and in the river 
where good water quality supports migratory fish 
including Salmon. The landscape has strong cultural 
heritage value including Quarry Bank Mill, which was 
sited so that the river could provide power and now 
represents a significant national tourist destination. 
Footpaths follow the course of the river and enable 
occasional views to surrounding pasture land.  

A number of side streams feed into the valley, cutting 
down through the mantle of glacial drift and the soft 
underlying Keuper Marl to form narrow, steep sided, 
wooded valleys known as cloughs (Fig.3). These are 

3 Hill,P. et al, ‘Mammals of Cheshire’, in Norman, D. Ed., 
2013, Fifty Years of Cheshire’s Wildlife, Cheshire Wildlife 
Trust 

integral to the Bollin system. The most notable 
clough woodlands are the Pigginshaw Brook, which 
extends from the Bollin along the north west edge of 
Wilmslow’s built-up area, and Burleyhurst Wood, 
which marks the historic boundary between 
Wilmslow and the parish of Mobberley. 

 

Figure 3 Clough woodland with the aromatic Wild Garlic 

Landscape Ecology 

The Lower Bollin forms a very strong ecological 
corridor, including the river itself and the almost 
continuous woodlands of the valley sides providing 
ideal habitat for the Otter which is making a come-
back in Cheshire3 (Fig.4). River water quality has 
improved considerably in the Bollin over the last 
forty years, particularly as a result of upgrades at 
the Wilmslow and Prestbury waste water treatment 
facilities, which have improved effluent quality.  
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Figure 4 The River Bollin forms a strong ecological corridor – 
ideal habitat for the returning Otter 

The Bollin system now offers suitable habitat for 
migratory fish, including Atlantic Salmon and Sea 
Trout which have re-appeared in the Bollin for the 
first time in almost two centuries4. The large weirs 
constructed to harness water power are a major 
obstacle to fish migration; two fish passes were 
constructed downstream and in 2015, the 
Environment Agency and the National Trust opened 
a combined fish pass and hydropower scheme at 
Quarry Bank Mill, enabling fish to circumvent the 5 
metre high weir, Fig.5. The name ‘Bollin’ is said to 
mean ‘torrent of eels’ so it is hoped that the Eel, a 
critically endangered species, will also benefit. 
Improved water quality has encouraged riverside 
bird species such as Dipper, Grey Wagtail, 
Goosander and Kingfisher.      

Figure 5 The combined fish pass and hydropower scheme at 
Quarry Bank Mill 

4 Revell, D.,2013, ‘Rivers’, in Norman, D. Ed. Fifty Years of 
Cheshire’s Wildlife, Cheshire Wildlife Trust 

The landscape ecology of the Bollin woodlands is no 
less significant. The steep slopes of the valley have 
carried a continuous woodland cover for centuries, 
and indicator plant species for ancient woodland 
such as Sanicle, Woodruff, and Hairy Woodrush are 
present. Hooksbank Wood and Burleyhurst Wood in 
Wilmslow are both included in the national inventory 
of Ancient Woodland, Fig.6. Pigginshaw Brook and 
Burned Hey Wood at the upper end of the LCA, close 
to Wilmslow itself, and Hooksbank Wood and 
Burleyhurst Wood, close to Manchester Airport, are 
scheduled Local Wildlife Sites. 

 
Figure 6 Ancient woodland at Hooksbank Wood, Wilmslow 

Landscape History 
The central section of the character area lies within 
the parish of Styal, the path across the valley here has 
real antiquity as evidenced by a packhorse bridge5, 
Fig.7. The rapid 14ft fall in the river here provided 
opportunity for Samuel Greg to establish Quarry Bank 
Mill6. Quarry Bank Mill is now the focal point of the 
Lower Bollin and with its associated buildings and 
gardens, is a site of national cultural and historic 
importance. It is internationally renowned and one of 
the National Trust’s top visitor attractions, making it 
a key asset to the local economy. 
 

5 Hyde,M. and Christine Pemberton, 2002, Lindow and the 
Bog warriors, p.47 
6 Warrender, K., 2013, Bollin Valley, Willow Publishing 
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Figure 7 The packhorse bridge over the Bollin and 
Quarry Bank Mill 

The wider landscape around Quarry Bank Mill is 
managed as a country park. In 1972, Cheshire County 
Council and the Countryside Commission 
established the Bollin Valley Project to improve 
access along the valley, working with farmers and 
landowners to minimise conflict between visitors and 
the rural economy. The construction of a footbridge 
linking Wilmslow Carrs to the Country Park 
represents an early achievement7. The project 
continues as the Bollin Valley Partnership through 
which a small team provides countryside 
management services along the length of the valley 
from Macclesfield to the Manchester Ship Canal. 

In the 1990’s the ecological integrity of the valley was 
challenged by the construction of a second runway at 
Manchester Airport8. Construction began in 1997, 
despite strong opposition from protestors who 
camped in the Bollin Valley woodlands. The new 
runway opened in 2001 and the Airport carried 
through an exemplary programme of measures to 

7 Hall, A. , 1976, The Bollin valley, A Study in Land 
Management, Countryside Commission 

minimise the ecological impact and create 
compensatory habitats (Fig.8): the landscape around 
the airport tunnel approach is now a scheduled Local 
Wildlife Site (Hooksbank Wood and Bollin Oxbows). 

Figure 8 Environmental mitigation inside the Airport tunnel 
includes: turbulent flow in the river, self-adjusting lighting, 
habitat corridor; bat roosts and wagtail nest boxes 

Spirit of place 
For the many locals, spring is not complete without 
a walk through the Bluebells of Burned Hey Wood 
and along the south bank of the Bollin to Pownall 
Bridge (Fig.9).  

 
Figure 9 A spring-time walk in Burned Hey Wood, Wilmslow  

The board walk fringes a floodplain forest with a 
blaze of Marsh Marigolds growing ‘straight from the 
dark mud amongst Willow and Alder roots in wet 
woods.’9 (Fig.10). Quarry Bank Mill and Styal Country 
Park are favoured locations for a family outing with 
a lively events programme orchestrated by the 

8 Warrender, K., 2016, Bollin valley Past and Present, 
Willow Publishing 
9 Mabey, R., 1996, Flora Britannica, Sinclair-Stevenson 
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National Trust. The natural curve of the valley 
makes for a longer circular walk from Wilmslow that 
takes in the landscape south of Manchester Airport 
with views of the airport itself contrasting with the 
surprisingly tranquil and biodiverse landscape with 
its profusion of spring flowers alongside the 
riverside footpath along the valley floor. A hallmark 
of the Lower Bollin is the aromatic Ramsons (Wild 
Garlic), which grows abundantly on the moist, 
nutrient rich, lower slopes of the clough woodlands.  

Fig.10 Marsh Marigolds in the flood plain forest below Burned 
Hey Wood 

Celebrated landscape 
 A distinctive, steeply incised well-wooded valley 

with a strong sense of enclosure 

 Quarry Bank Mill with its associated buildings 
and gardens is an important historic asset and 
a major visitor attraction 

 Styal Country Park is an attractive and valued 
landscape with good footpath access 

 There are several access points to the valley 
and opportunities for circular walks 

 Greatly improved water quality and fish pass 
encourage migratory fish such as Salmon and 
water birds such as Goosander, Kingfisher, 
Dipper and Grey Wagtail 

 Ancient woodlands with a rich ground flora form 
an interlinked ecological network  

 The floodplain forest upstream of the Mill is a 
valuable habitat providing flood storage and 
attenuation 

 Exposed rock formations provide added 
character and geological interest 

 Effective countryside management by the 
National Trust and Bollin Valley Partnership 

Changing landscape 

 Very heavy visitor use may overload facilities 
and can detract from countryside experience  

 Residential development is intruding into the 
woodland fringe along the valley of the 
Pigginshaw Brook 

 Tree diseases, new to the UK in the 21st 
century, are a potential threat to woodlands – 
Larch trees in Styal Country Park have been 
felled as a precautionary measure to contain 
the spread of Phytopthora ramorum 

 Here, as elsewhere along the Bollin, invasive 
plant species such as Himalayan Balsam are 
impacting biodiversity 

Landscape opportunities 
 Promote sustainable transport options from 

Wilmslow railway station to Quarry Bank Mill 

 Explore feasibility of a new circular footpath 
from Quarry Bank Mill via Bank House Farm and 
Burned Hey Wood to Twinnies Bridge 

 Explore the potential for creative use of 
buildings on National Trust land at Bank House 
Farm as part of the Quarry Bank Mill visitor 
experience 

 Promote interpretation of natural environment, 
including geology, to complement existing 
social history interpretation 

 Continue to combat invasive plant species such 
as Himalayan Balsam and maintain surveillance 
and control measures for novel tree diseases 

 Redundant toilet block adjoining Wilmslow 
Carrs could be refurbished to provide visitor 
facilities 
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Chonar 
Landscape Character Area: B1 
Landscape Character Type: Lower Wooded Farmland 

Key characteristics 
 A gently undulating pastoral landscape 
 Medium sized, irregular fields divided by 

hedgerows with abundant hedgerow trees 
 Strong rural character despite the urban fringe 

location 
 Alderley Edge Golf Course occupies a large area 

and is associated with mature tree planting 
 Hedgerows and field ponds provide important 

ecological resources 
 Transport infrastructure bisects the landscape 

but has limited impact on character 

 
Figure 1. Davenport Green – looking across Alderley Edge Golf 
Course to the Butterfly Bank 
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Landscape Character 
This area of gently undulating farmland (68-94 AOD) 
between Wilmslow and Alderley Edge takes its name 
from Chonar Farm at the junction of Hough Lane and 
Heyes Lane on the boundary between Wilmslow and 
Alderley Edge. The two settlements almost converge 
at Davenport Green to the west of the LCA and this 
section (Fig. 1), with a distinctive topography and 
primary land-use (Alderley Edge Golf Course) differs 
in character from the more open expanse of farmland 
east of the Wilmslow bypass, known locally as ‘The 
Hough’. Despite the urban fringe location this area is 

rural in character, with the urban edge formed from 
mature gardens and trees which help to reduce the 
urban influence on the landscape.  

This is a pastoral landscape of medium sized, 
irregular fields bounded by Hawthorn hedgerows 
with abundant hedgerow trees, principally Oak. There 
is a mixture of medieval, post medieval and modern 
enclosure and in places remnant hedgerow trees 
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identify former enclosure patterns1. Field ponds are 
numerous. The woodland at Alderley Edge in the 
south forms a prominent view out of the area (Fig. 2). 

 

 
Figure 2 Wooded slopes of Alderley Edge dominate views to the 
south 

The landscape is bisected by the railway and bypass 
but neither have a significant impact on character 
beyond the transport corridor. 

1 Cheshire County Council, 2008, Cheshire Landscape 
Character Assessment 

Landscape Ecology  
The Whitehall Brook plays a prominent role in the 
ecology of the Chonar landscape (Fig.3). 

 

 
Figure 3 The Whitehall Brook – a functional ecological corridor 

 It is fed by the Pott Brook, which rises at Hare Hill 
and skirts the northern fringe of Alderley Edge. 
Beyond the Wilmslow Bypass, the Whitehall Brook 
emerges as a substantial stream which meanders 
through the Alderley Edge Golf Course to the open 
country beyond Brook Lane. The poorly drained 
alluvial soils associated with the brook support 
rushy pastures and wet meadows with patches of 
Cuckoo Flower, a food source for the Orange Tip 
Butterfly (Fig.4). 
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There are constructed wetlands close to the 
Wilmslow bypass and the limited inputs associated 
with golf course management aid the ecological 
integrity of the stream corridor.  

 

This is a landscape rich in ponds, most of which 
originated as marl pits associated with the lime rich 
boulder clay lying at a depth of 1-2 m which was 
extracted in the 19th century to spread on fields, 
reducing acidity and increasing productivity and 
fertility. The pits that resulted from this extraction 
filled with water and were colonised by a rich variety 
of plants and animals creating a vital ecological 
resource2 (Fig. 5).  

 
Figure 5 Small ponds which originated as marl pits are a feature 
of this landscape 

2 Andrew Hull, Ponds – Pearls in the Cheshire landscape, 
in Norman, D. Ed. (2013) Fifty Years of Cheshire’s 
Wildlife, Cheshire Wildlife Trust 

 The ponds do not operate in isolation. The home 
range of amphibians, dragonflies and other 
creatures overlaps between ponds, forming what 
ecologists term a metapopulation. Many ponds 
were lost with the construction of the bypass and 
mitigation included the excavation of replacement 
ponds (Fig.6)  

 
Figure 6 Mitigation wetlands near the Wilmslow/Alderley Edge 
Bypass 

and capture and translocation of 11,000 
amphibians, including all five of the widespread 
native species (Common Frog, Common Toad, 
Smooth Newt, Palmate Newt and Great Crested 
Newt). Ponds are vulnerable features; they can 
become choked with vegetation or shaded by 
surrounding trees, and are subject to deliberate infill 
with construction waste. 

One notable feature of the landscape at Davenport 
Green is the Butterfly Bank. This has always had 
some large Oak trees but otherwise the landscape 
was much more open in the past; clearly butterflies 
abounded on this south facing slope. Today the 
ancient Oaks are surrounded by secondary 
woodland making an excellent habitat for visiting 

Figure 4 Wet meadow with Cuckoo Flower (Lady’s-smock) 
near Harden Park 
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warblers in summer and there is also a large Badger 
sett (Fig.7).  

 
Figure 7 Ancient oak and secondary woodland on the Butterfly 
Bank 

Landscape History 
The 1842 Tithe Map for Bollin Fee shows a complex 
pattern of small fields with farm buildings distributed 
throughout. Field names on the Tithe Map give an 
insight into the historic landscape, for example Marl 
Field, Wheat Field and Clover Field give indication of 
land use. Brick Kiln Field and Brick House Yard near 
Alderley Edge suggest that clay was also used for 
brick making and construction3. The presence of 
Rushy Field and Rough Field indicates the drainage 
issues associated with heavy clay soils. Lapwing 
Field indicates the existence of species which are still 
present in the area today4. Moss Farm close to 
Alderley Edge coupled with the field pattern of a 
former mossland to the south of Moss Road suggest 
a now extinct mossland; the name Lifeless Moss5 
suggests that the peat had been exhausted by an 
early date6. A cluster of field names (‘Little Moss’, 
Potato Moss’, ‘Big Moss and ‘Moss Field’) suggest 
the presence of a smaller ‘extinct’ mossland on the 
east side of Hough Lane, just to the north of Chonar 

3 1st edition O.S. map 
4 Norman, D. (2008) Birds in Cheshire and Wirral, A 
Breeding and Wintering Atlas, Liverpool University Press 
5 Burdett’s 1777 map of Cheshire 

Farm. A patch of alluvial soil in this location on the 
geology map tends to confirm this.  

Beside Chonar Farm there is a remarkable Grade II 
listed building. This was originally a late 15th century 
timber-framed building beside Denton Old Hall, which 
is now demolished. In 1979 the building was 
dismantled and re-erected as a barn at Chonar Farm. 
The west gable contains original timberwork, and 
includes a mullioned window and quatrefoil 
decoration, Fig.8. 

 
Figure 8 The remarkable 15th century ‘barn’ at Chonar 

South of Wilmslow a long ridge with a right of way 
along it known as Butterfly Bank extends from Brook 
Lane to Stockton Farm. As it approaches Stockton 
Farm the trackway runs between two well separated 
hedges, creating the appearance of a ‘drove road’ 
(Fig. 9). Formerly this feature continued past 
Stockton Farm and along Stockton Road to join the 
Knutsford Road7. 

The Manchester to Crewe railway opened on May 
10th, 1842. The railway company worked with the 
principal landowner, Sir Humphrey de Trafford, to 
create Alderley Edge, the first planned railway 
commuter village in the region8. The railway also 
transformed the fortunes of Wilmslow. 

The Alderley Edge Golf course has occupied it current 
site since 1907 when it was known as Fulshaw Golf 

6 Leah, M.D. et al (1997) The Wetlands of Cheshire, North 
West Wetlands Survey 4, Lancaster University 
Archaeological Unit 
7 Tithe map for Fulshaw 
8 Clare Pye, 2005, Wilmslow and Alderley Edge, A History 
and Celebration, the Francis Frith collection 
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Club (renamed 1923)9. The course was an effective 
barrier to development in the Davenport Green 
landscape but further north housing extended from 
Wilmslow into open countryside along Hough Lane 
and the Prestbury Rd between 1910 and 1935. The 
designation of the North Cheshire Green Belt 
prevented further encroachment and had a positive 
impact on the Chonar landscape. 

 

 
Figure 9 The old trackway across Butterfly Bank approaching 
Stockton Farm 

  

Spirit of place 
This area of countryside protects the identity of 
both Wilmslow and Alderley Edge and provides 
countryside access for people from both 
communities. The strong hedgerow network and the 
medium sized fields create a rural character which 
belies the urban fringe location of much of the 
landscape. The Alderley Edge Golf Course offers 
countryside access along two public rights of way 
and is a valuable recreational and sporting resource. 
It has a sense of community history and value being 
such a long established feature in the area. 

 

9 Dixon, J. (2006) Alderley Edge Golf Club, 1907-2007, 
Heaton Press, Stockport 

Celebrated landscape 
 This landscape has a strong rural character 

despite its proximity to Wilmslow and Alderley 
Edge 

 The Green Belt designation has successfully 
limited development and this landscape plays a 
vital role in protecting the separate identities of 
Wilmslow and Alderley Edge 

 The well managed hedgerows, hedgerow trees, 
and excellent views to the wooded slopes of 
Alderley Edge to the south affirm the pastoral 
character of the landscape 

 This is an accessible landscape with a good 
footpath network 

 Alderley Edge Golf Course is an attractive 
sporting and amenity landscape which has 
retained its ‘countryside character’ 

 The Whitehall Brook is a functional ecological 
corridor, enhanced by mitigation wetlands close 
to the Wilmslow Bypass 

 The history of ‘marling’ has created many small 
ponds which form an important habitat network 

 Stockton Farm presents an important gateway 
to the countryside (Fig 10), leading to the 
Butterfly Bank – a feature of ecological and 
historical interest 

 
Figure 10 Stockton Farm – an important gateway to the 
countryside 
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Changing landscape 
 Development pressures on this landscape 

which could alter the pastoral character e.g. 
infill development on the land between 
Davenport Green and the southern end of 
Fulshaw Park would narrow the gap between 
Wilmslow and Alderley Edge 

 Development close to the arterial entrances to 
Wilmslow along the A538 Prestbury Road, 
Hough Lane and the A34 at Harden Park could 
impact on the ‘Green Gateways’  

 New development on the site of former 
agricultural buildings would affect the pastoral 
landscape character 

 Continued increase in field size with loss of 
hedgerows and isolation of hedgerow trees 
affects the landscape structure 

 Ponds in former marl pits are at risk from 
natural succession, tree shading and deliberate 
infill with construction waste 

 Some well-used footpaths are informal and lack 
signage making them vulnerable to closure 

 Noise from the Wilmslow Bypass can be 
intrusive but the road benefits environmental 
quality within the Town and presents a hard 
boundary to the expansion of Wilmslow 

Landscape opportunities 
 There is potential for introducing the scarce 

Black Poplar on the alluvial soils of the 
Whitehall Brook such as can be found south 
of Davenport Green (Fig.11) 

 
Figure 11 Footpath to Chorley with Black Poplar beyond 

 There is a strong case for a wetland inventory 
by the Cheshire Wildlife Trust with a view to 
identifying important pond clusters which could 
be designated as Local Wildlife Sites 

 The Butterfly Bank at Davenport Green may 
meet the criteria for a prospective Local Wildlife 
Site 

 Strengthen the ecological corridor along the 
Whitehall Brook and develop new linkages 

 Work with farmers and landowners to conserve 
and renew the fabric of the countryside, 
especially hedgerow trees and farm ponds 

 Regularise the use of informal footpaths and 
provide signage 

 Promote countryside access and interpret the 
landscape 

 Explore joint working approaches between 
Wilmslow Town Council and Alderley Edge 
Parish Council to enhance the landscape and 
create strict development control 
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Morley 
Landscape Character Area: B2 
Landscape Character Type: Lower Wooded Farmland 

Key characteristics 
 Gently undulating topography with boulder clay 

and glacial sand and gravel 
 A pastoral landscape with small settlements 
 Strong rural character despite the urban fringe 

location 
 A small scale post medieval field pattern with 

mature hedgerow trees is evident 
 Heavier soils support grazing and grasslands; 

Lighter soils support some arable farming 
 Strong hedgerow network and characteristic 

mature hedgerow trees 

 
Figure 1. An old pasture with traces of ridge and furrow 
cultivation 
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Landscape Character 
This is an agricultural landscape extending north-
west from Wilmslow towards Manchester Airport.  

Geology comprises Triassic rocks covered by a 
mantle of glacial drift, with a central plateau of 
boulder clay. This is surrounded by gently sloping 
ground with fluvio-glacial deposits of sand and 
gravel. There is a clear transition from the 
landscape at Morley Green to the lower lying peat 
soils of the Lindow Moss character area to the 
south. There are varying levels of farm intensity 

from arable and short-term leys in enlarged fields, 
to smaller fields with semi-improved grassland and 
a high species diversity. Some grassland has 
developed on medieval ridge and furrow 
illustrating a time-depth to the land use (Fig.1). 
Field boundaries, particularly on the heavier soils 
which support grasslands, comprise hedgerows 
with mature hedgerow trees.  

The landscape includes two small settlements of 
Morley Green and Morley which are characterised 
by red-brick 19th century buildings. These are 
dispersed settlements and a heritage survey for 
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the Wilmslow Neighbourhood Plan identified more 
than 30 buildings, mostly dating from the first half 
of the 19th century1, including  cottages, 
farmsteads, out-buildings and the former United 
Reformed Church (opened 1869), all of which 
contribute to the distinctive character of the 
landscape. Heald House Farm is a Grade II listed 
building of early 19th century Flemish brick with 
yellow headers and a Welsh slate roof. Oak Farm 
has similar decorative brickwork and is fronted by 
a traditional Cheshire orchard (Fig.2). 

The Morley Landscape Character Area is buffered 
from surrounding development by the Bollin Valley 
and Burleyhurst Wood. The Lower Bollin LCA 
almost encircles the Morley LCA, with Lindow 
Common and Lindow Moss close by to the south 
(Lindow Moss LCA). The busy Altrincham Road 
(A538) which cuts through it is a significant 
‘disturbance corridor’ but despite this the Morley 
LCA has a strong rural character.  

 
Figure 2 Oak Farm with its traditional Cheshire orchard  

Landscape Ecology  
There is a well-developed hedgerow network 
providing ecological connectivity throughout the 
character area. Many hedgerows support a 
diverse range of species including Alder, Alder 
Buckthorn, Blackthorn, Dog Rose, Elder, Hawthorn, 

1 Heritage Survey of Morley Green and Morley, Wilmslow 
Neighbourhood Plan, 2018 

Holly, Sallow and Guelder Rose (Fig. 3). 

 
Figure 3 The landscape includes species rich hedgerows  

The hedgerows are sometimes intensively cut and 
species poor, but even here hedgerow trees (Oak 
and Ash) have been retained (Fig.4). The northern 
Wych Elm has survived by suckering in the 
hedges but once the trees become large enough 
to attract the Elm Bark Beetle they succumb to 
Dutch Elm Disease. The hedgerow trees are 
mainly Oak, Ash, Alder, Crack Willow and 
Sycamore. There are also field corners with scrub 
and tall herbs. 

 
Figure 4 Hedgerow trees have been retained  

This is an agricultural landscape with varying 
levels of farming intensity including arable 
cropping and semi-improved grasslands. In 
Cheshire, there has been a very significant decline 
in populations of farmland birds in recent 
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decades2 but in the Morley landscape species 
such as Yellow Hammer, Linnet and Tree Sparrow 
are surviving, together with a range of summer 
visitors including Whitethroat and Lesser 
Whitethroat. Swallows and House Martins nest in 
the scattered farm buildings (Fig. 5)  

Ponds are less frequent in this landscape because 
the extent of boulder clay is limited and some 
areas have been modified by extraction of brick 
clay.   A large pond on the former brick field site 
to the north of Morley Green Road is now dried 
out to become a rushy pasture.  

 

 
Figure 5 Farm buildings add character to the landscape and 
provide valuable wildlife habitats  

Landscape History 
The place-name Morley (‘Woodland glade near/at a 
moor’)3 is first recorded around 1200. The presence 
of several moated sites and numerous greens in the 
vicinity, including Morley Green, suggests evidence of 
an assarting landscape in the later Middle Ages 
and/or early post-medieval period. An ‘assart’ is a 
field or group of fields created by medieval clearance, 
usually of woodland, but also sometimes of heath 
and fen. The Cheshire Historic Landscape 
Characterisation4 refers to evidence of assarting in 
the area producing ‘a near equal mix’ of irregular and 
semi-regular fields; there is a mixture of ancient, 

2 Norman, D. Ed., 2008, Birds in Cheshire and Wirral – a 
Breeding and Wintering Atlas. Liverpool University Press 
3 N.J. Higham, 2004, A Frontier Landscape – The North 
West in the Middle Ages, Windgather Press 

post-medieval and twentieth century fields (Fig.6). 

 
Figure 6 Coppiced hazel marks an old field boundary  

In the case of Morley the close proximity of Lindow 
Moss would have had a strong influence, as is clear 
from Morley place-names such as Moss House 
Cottage and Moss Grove Farm. Nans Moss Lane 
seems to be associated with a former wetland to the 
north of Nans Moss farm. This peat filled hollow, 
shown on the drift geology map, is shown as Lower 
and Higher Nan Meadow on the 1842 Tithe map – 
both fields are still present today.  In Morley Green, 
the green itself may have been used for transhipment 
of peat. Whilst Morley Green is a small village, in 
1842, when the railway arrived in Wilmslow it may 
have been a more significant place with several 
substantial buildings and a thriving agricultural 
economy. The former United Reformed Church, 
opened in 1869, is a significant feature of Morley 
Green; it closed in 2010 and is now offices. There was 
a strong non-conformist tradition in Morley with 
Quaker influence prominent; Quaker Cottage and 
Penn Cottage survive today close by what the 1842 
Tithe map shows as ‘Meeting House Field’. Quaker 
Cottage, the old Friends meeting house, dates from 
16935. 

Over the Wilmslow boundary was the Oversleyford 
Brick Works, prominently shown on the 1959 
Ordnance Survey map. There is clearly a history of 
clay extraction for brick making in the Morley LCA 
with a large brickfield evident on the 1872 Ordnance 

4 Cheshire County Council and English Heritage, (2007), 
The Cheshire Historic Landscape Characterisation 
5 Warrender, K, 2016, Bollin Valley Past and Present, 
Willow Publishing 
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Survey map behind the cottages which front Morley 
Green Road. The very disturbed topography of the 
fields south of Dooley’s lane suggests a similar 
history here. 

Some post-war infill development contrasts with the 
existing built character but the establishment of the 
North Cheshire Green Belt, proposed in 1960 and 
confirmed in Cheshire County Council’s Green Belt 
Subject Plan of 1977, has been paramount in 
preventing further urban incursion and maintaining 
the distinctive built environment. 

 

 
Figure 7 An authentic farmed landscape on the approach to 
Wilmslow  

  

Spirit of place 
Morley Green and Morley have a very strong sense 
of community. Both the built and natural 
environment are rich in history and there is a strong 
sense of landscape character, despite the 
immediate proximity of Wilmslow to the south and 
Greater Manchester to the north. This is an 
authentic farmed landscape (Fig.7) and it is valued 
for that both by local people and for commuters; the 
sudden transition from the Airport tunnels, across 
the Bollin and into a pastoral Cheshire landscape is 
very refreshing. Historically, even the main roads 
twisted through an earlier farming landscape and 
the bends on the A538 effectively change the tempo 
of driving on the northern approach to Wilmslow. 
The improvement of the A538, whilst it significantly 
impacted the landscape character of the Morley 
landscape, did establish a multi-user path alongside 

it. The area is crossed by a number of public 
footpaths which are a vitally important part of the 
footpath network because they provide links back to 
Wilmslow from the encircling Bollin Valley. 

Celebrated landscape 
 This historic landscape with associated 

vernacular buildings is cherished by residents 
and visitors 

 The landscape supports a strong agricultural 
economy with sustainable examples of diversity 

 There is a good footpath network linking the 
landscape to the wider area (Fig. 8) 

 This is an accessible landscape with a good 
footpath network 

 There is a rich biodiversity and habitat matrix, 
including farmland birds 

 There is a strong sense of enclosure and 
tranquillity despite proximity of Manchester 
Airport and the A538 

 
Figure 8 There is a good footpath network 

Changing landscape 
 The landscape is at risk from intense 

development pressures and the gentrification of 
the vernacular built form 

 Urbanisation and development associated with 
road corridors, particularly at the fringe of 
Wilmslow has the potential to alter the rural 
landscape character 
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 The potential for further road improvements 
expanding into the landscape could affect the 
biodiversity and character of the landscape 

 The impact of a changing farm economy on the 
landscape structure could lead to alterations in 
the fabric of the landscape 

Landscape opportunities 
 The Green Belt policy does not need to stifle 

enterprise where it is in keeping with landscape 
character. 

 The purchase of Bank House Farm by the 
National Trust offers opportunity to encourage 
appropriate land management 

 Extend the current study of the built 
environment and classify the vernacular style in 
order to encourage it’s use on new development 
or when existing buildings are being converted 
or altered 

 Complete multi-user path beside A538 to 
Wilmslow and address parking issues at the Jim 
Evison Playing Fields 

 Prepare a planning statement regarding the 
treatment of the urban edge and the transitional 
zone between this landscape and Wilmslow 
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Dean Row 
Landscape Character Area: C1 
Landscape Character Type: Higher Farms and Woods 

Key characteristics 
 A pastoral landscape on poorly drained boulder 

clay soils 

 Small, irregular field boundaries, some dating 
from the medieval period 

 Small nucleated settlement of Dean Row 
surrounded by historical field system 

 An urban fringe landscape with a good footpath 
network 

 A transitional landscape between the Cheshire 
Plain and the adjacent uplands 

 
Figure 1. There are scattered ponds (former marl pits) on the 
poorly drained Boulder Clay soils 
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Landscape Character 
This landscape, on the eastern side of Wilmslow, is 
situated on the higher ground between the Bollin and 
Dean river valleys. It marks the transition zone 
between the Cheshire Plain and the uplands, the 

rolling topography becomes progressively more 
marked and views of the uplands to the east, around 
Lyme Park become prominent. Soils tend to be 
predominantly poorly draining boulder clays with 
some ponds and support mostly grassland farming 
(Fig. 1). 
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Dean Row is a small nucleated settlement focused 
around the Unitarian Chapel close to the junction of 
Adlington Road and Dean Row Road. It is surrounded 
by small, irregular fields dating from the medieval 
period1. 

The presence of development and busy roads 
affects the tranquillity of this landscape but in 
places, such as the area to the north east of Dean 
Row Road, there are stretches of countryside 
marked by small fields of permanent grassland, tall, 
mostly Hawthorn hedgerows and mature hedgerow 
trees, particularly Oak and Crack Willow.  

 
Figure 2 The hummocky topography of the Dean Row landscape 
(to the left) contrasts with the flat flood plain of the River Dean 
(to the right) 

The hummocky topography here is very striking and 
contrasts sharply with the alluvial floodplain of the 
adjoining Dean Valley (Fig.2).  This landscape 
provides an important fringe and buffer to the 
adjacent river valleys and the public footpath which 
crosses Heathfield Farm is important because it 
provides a key link between the Bollin and the Dean, 
making possible a circular walk which takes in both 
valley landscapes. 

Landscape Ecology  
The open farmland at Dean Row, on the watershed 
between the Bollin and Dean valleys, is an important 
buffer for these ecologically sensitive landscapes. 
The area framed by Dean Row Road, Woodford 
Road and the River Dean is a valuable habitat.  

1  Cheshire County Council (2008) Cheshire Landscape 
Character Assessment p.89 

Here the hummocky topography and poor drainage 
support fields of semi-improved grassland and 
diverse sward including Yorkshire Fog, Sweet Vernal 
Grass, Crested Dogstail and Meadow Foxtail. This 
provides a habitat for Meadow Brown Butterflies 
and Brown Hare whose population has greatly 
declined in Cheshire2.  

 
Figure 3 A former mossland now supports a diverse wetland 
behind Moss Cottages at Heathfield Farm 

Small ponds created by marl extraction are dotted 
through the landscape (Fig. 1) and an area of former 
mossland behind Moss Terrace, parallel with Cross 
Lane includes stands of water loving plants such as 
Branched Burr Reed, Lesser Reedmace and Hairy 
Willow-Herb (Fig. 3).  The last remaining area of 
open water on the former mossland is 
overshadowed by Willow; this wetland is part of a 
larger area now reserved for future development at 
Heathfield Farm. 

2 Cheshire Mammal Group (2008) The Mammals of 
Cheshire, Liverpool University Press  
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Figure 4 Wild flowers are encouraged in the grave yard at Dean 
Row Chapel 

Within the settlement of Dean Row the graveyard of 
the Chapel supports a range of wildflowers such as 
Ox-eye Daisy and Orange Hawkweed (known 
colloquially as ‘Fox and Cubs’) which are flourishing 
amongst old Yew trees, together with Scots and 
Corsican Pine (Fig.4). 

Figure 5 Wildflower meadow in the NGS garden at the Well 
House 

The adjacent 3 acre garden of the Well House, a 
member of the National Gardens Scheme, is a vivid 
demonstration of ‘gardening with nature’ which 
includes semi-natural grassland with a variety of 
native orchids, including Common Spotted Orchid in 
the meadow (Fig. 5) and Green-flowered Helleborine 
(Fig. 6) in more shaded areas 

3 Norman, D. Ed. (2013) Fifty Years of Cheshire’s Wildlife 
p24-27 (Agriculture), Liverpool University Press 

Figure 6 Green-flowered Helleborine orchid at the Well House 

Landscape History 

Figure 7 Vicar Farm – the type of small mixed livestock farm 
once common in Cheshire 

The field pattern around the nucleated settlement of 
Dean Row is small scale and indicative of an ancient 
field system. There has been an increase in lowland 
sheep farming in the county in the last 50 years and 
this is evident in the landscape3. Vicar Farm, with its 
red brick buildings, is typical of the small mixed 
livestock farms which were once common in this 
part of Cheshire (Fig. 7). The tree belt along the 
eastern edge of Vicar Farm marks the historic 
boundary between Wilmslow and Prestbury (Fig. 8).  
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Figure 8 A tree belt on the eastern fringe of Vicar farm marks 
the historic boundary between Wilmslow and Prestbury 

Dean Row, along with the other outlying settlements 
around Wilmslow, has a strong non-conformist 
tradition. The first chapel at Dean Row, initially 
Presbyterian, was completed towards the end of the 
17th century, following the Act of Toleration in 1689. 
It fell into disrepair in the mid- 19th century and was 
restored and re-dedicated on April 23rd, 18454. The 
chapel is built in red brick with sandstone dressings 
and a roof of Kerridge slates (Fig. 9).  Today this 
historic Grade II* Listed Building is a Unitarian 
Chapel.  

Figure 9 Dean Row Unitarian Chapel 

For most of the 19th century Dean Row was very 
much remote from both Wilmslow and Handforth. 
Development then extended out along Adlington 
Road and Dean Row Road and infill development in 
the triangle framed by these two roads has 
continued apace into the 21st century (Fig.10).  

4 Warrender, K. (2016) Bollin Valley Past and Present, p 
83-85 (Dean Row Chapel), Willow Publishing 

Figure 10 New development at Brick Yard Farm on the Adlington 
Road 

Spirit of place 
This landscape is a key gateway for both Wilmslow 
and Handforth. It is a visual buffer for the river valley 
landscapes of the Upper Bollin and Upper Dean. In a 
busy and changing landscape the Unitarian Dean 
Row Chapel and the farmland beyond is an island of 
tranquillity.  

Celebrated landscape 
 This landscape is an important setting and 

gateway to the settlements of Wilmslow and 
Handforth; it is a critical part of the North 
Cheshire Green Belt 

 The landscape provides a visual and ecological 
buffer for the adjacent river valleys and contains 
ecologically valuable semi-improved grasslands 
and an important vestigial wetland 

 This pastoral landscape has rich cultural history 
with medieval field boundaries still evident and 
historic buildings including Dean Row Unitarian 
Chapel (Grade II* listed) 

 Key footpaths cross the landscape creating 
links across the character area and out to the 
wider landscape 
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Changing landscape 
 There is significant development pressure upon 

this landscape with the character becoming 
increasingly urbanised and the landscape 
‘squeezed’ between the adjacent urban areas of 
Wilmslow and Handforth 

 Within Handforth a very large housing allocation 
on former Green Belt land on the north side of 
the River Dean at the North Cheshire Growth 
Village, will extend south to Blossoms Lane 

 The road network within the landscape is 
becoming busier which affects the overall 
tranquillity and perceptual qualities of the area 

 Landscape fabric (trees, hedgerows, ponds and 
semi-natural meadows) potentially vulnerable to 
change associated with urbanisation 

 Tree cover around open water can become 
dense and requires management such as 
thinning or pollarding to create a more diverse 
freshwater habitat 

 The Cheshire East Local Plan has allocated land 
for immediate development at Heathfield Farm 
and also reserved land for future development5 

 
Figure 11 Heathfield Farm where land is both allocated and 
reserved for future development 

5 Cheshire East Council (2017) Cheshire East Local Plan 
Strategy 2010-2030 p 369-371 

Landscape opportunities 
 There is opportunity to ensure that new 

developments have good landscape design 
associated with them in order to retain and 
strengthen landscape character and the 
interface between the urban and rural 
landscape 

 Good development control policies can help to 
retain the character of the existing rural 
landscape 

 Residual wetland at Heathfield Farm needs to 
be retained and enhanced: it is a potential 
sustainable drainage feature in association with 
future development and may justify scheduling 
as a Local Wildlife Site (Fig.11) 

 Landscape interpretation could enrich the 
countryside experience and ensure that the 
local footpath network is valued and well used 
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Lindow Moss 
Landscape Character Area: D1 
Landscape Character Type: Mossland 

Key characteristics 
 A large wetland landscape supporting a mosaic 

of valuable habitats, including Lindow Common 
SSSI 

 Surrounding areas of dispersed settlement and 
distinctive narrow fields (‘moss rooms’) 
associated with historical peat extraction 

 Geology is characterised by peat surrounded by 
glacial sands and gravels and a ridge of boulder 
clay 

 A particularly rich cultural landscape with 
international value 

 Valued local recreational landscape, including 
restored sand extraction and land fill sites  

 Continuing industrial scale peat extraction and 
water table draw down 

Figure 1a Reed swamp on Lindow Moss today
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Landscape Character 

 
Figure 1b Alder carr at Lindow Moss today 

This is an extensive landscape to the west of 
Wilmslow, running from Morley Green in the north to 
Lindow End in the south. Lindow Moss is one of the 
largest wetland landscapes in Cheshire1. The 
landscape has been modified over time but retains its 
essential character and heart shaped mossland area; 
the 1777 map of Cheshire shows it to be a dominant 
feature in the local area2. The moss is nearly 9 miles 
in circumference and roads run around the edge of 
it3.

 
Figure 2 Sub-fossil pine exposed by peat extraction at Saltersley 
Moss 

Drift geology comprises a large area of peat 
surrounded by glacial sands and gravels with a ridge 
of boulder clay running along Paddock Hill Lane 
from the south west. Lindow Moss began as a 

1 Leah, M.D. et al, (1997) The Wetlands of Cheshire, North 
West Wetlands Survey 4, Lancaster University 
Archaeological Unit 

series of post-glacial shallow lakes which were 
progressively colonised by vegetation, forming reed 
swamp, fen and fen carr (wet woodland) (Figs.1a 
and 1b). These habitats supported the formation of 
peat, drier conditions meant that the peat became 
colonised by Scots Pine, the remains of which can 
be seen in the active working area (Fig. 2).  

Figure 3 Sphagnum moss recolonising the surface of peat 
cuttings at Saltersley Moss 

A period of wetter conditions enabled Sphagnum to 
colonise (Fig. 3) and a characteristic dome shaped 
raised bog developed. This accelerated peat 
formation and the sharp transition from dark-brown 
well humified peat to golden-brown peat with visible 
Sphagnum remains can be seen at various points 
around the peat working area. At Lindow this 
transition seems to have occurred in the Iron Age, 
around 600 BC.   

 
Fig.4 Former ‘moss room’ at Lime Cottage Farm (top end of 
Strawberry Lane, Wilmslow) 

2 Burdett’s Map of Cheshire, 1777 
3 Hodson,H., 1978, Cheshire 1660-1780:Restoration to 
Industrial Revolution 
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Historically lowland mosses in Cheshire have 
provided a source of fuel with peat being cut from 
the outer fringes in thin fields known as moss 
rooms; these patterns are evident in enclosure 
patterns from the 18th century. They are particularly 
evident at the top end of Strawberry Lane where 
they are bounded by pollarded Alder and Willow 
(Fig.4) as well as on the north side of the moss 
near Morley Green. Industrial peat extraction on a 
much larger scale is still active in the centre of the 
area at Saltersley Moss.  

Figure 5 Beef cattle grazing at Lindow Moss 

On the edges of the mossland, reclaimed peatlands 
support land uses including beef production, horse 
pasturing and allotments (Fig. 5). Typical urban 
fringe enterprises such as haulage and contracting 
also occur. Where land has fallen out of 
management woodland and scrub develop; this is 
evident on the fringe of Wilmslow. Two former 
landfill sites to the north of Newgate are well 
vegetated and offer views to the wooded ridge of 
Alderley Edge. On the fringes of the mossland the 
sandy geology has provided opportunity for mineral 
extraction and after uses include Rossmere, a 
coarse fishery with a public footpath around it 
(Fig.6).  

 
Figure 6 Rossmere – a former sand working, now an attractive 
fishing lake with fringing footpaths 

Sandy soils supported heathland; Lindow Common 
being the last remaining example. Woodland fringes 
the Common creating enclosure and reducing the 
impact of nearby residential development and 
roads. At the centre of the Common is Black Lake 
which is enjoyed for its tranquillity (Fig.7).  

 
Figure 7 Black lake, Lindow Common 

Landscape Ecology  
The landscape supports a complex mosaic of 
habitats including open water, reed swamp, mire, 
heathland, grassland and woodland. Climate change 
is enabling plants and animals to extend their range 
in the English lowlands and this landscape is an 
important stepping stone between the southern 
Shropshire Meres and Mosses and the wetlands of 
the Mersey Valley in the north.  
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Figure 8 A mire community at Lindow Common 

Lindow Common is designated as a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest and as a Local Nature Reserve. It 
is one of few remaining lowland heathlands in 
Cheshire. It supports wet heath and mire 
communities alongside dry heath, which makes it 
exceptionally valuable for nature conservation 
(Fig.8). This diversity is maintained by scrub and 
woodland management, including clearing areas to 
enable heath to re-establish (Fig. 9). 

 
Figure 9 Management intervention is needed at Lindow 
Common to prevent heathland becoming woodland  

Three Local Wildlife Sites have been designated 
within the former mossland landscape: Lindow 
Moss and Morley Green Heath, Lindow Moss Woods 
and Newgate Nature Reserve, and Saltersley Moss. 
Saltersley Moss includes the present active peat 
working, in parts of the site there are extensive 
areas of wet and dry heath supporting a population 
of Common Lizard, patches of regenerating bog 
with Cotton Grass, Sundew and Sphagnum Moss all 
present (Fig. 10a and 10b).  

 
Figures 10a Harestail Cotton Grass on peat workings at 
Saltersley Moss 

Species such as Royal Fern, Britain’s largest fern 
exist and this survives in very few locations in 
Cheshire. Open water supports dragonflies whilst a 
small nature reserve on a peat cliff above the 
workings supports Bilberry and Birch creating a 
habitat for the Green Hairstreak butterfly. 

Figures 10b Sundew on peat workings at Saltersley Moss 

There are five potential Local Wildlife Sites identified 
by Cheshire Wildlife Trust which include scrubbed 
over peat workings (Fig. 11) and a first class 
example of Alder carr, a wet woodland with multi -
stemmed Alder trees which have clearly, at some 
stage in their history, been managed by coppicing 
(Fig. 1b). 
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Figure 11 Ancient scrubbed over peat workings at Lindow Moss 

Landscape History 
Lindow Moss is internationally renowned for the 
discovery of Lindow Man, Britain’s most intact bog 
body, who was interred whilst the moss was still 
actively growing in the 1st century A.D 4-5. His 
remains are now displayed in the Iron Age gallery of 
the British Museum. Industrial peat extraction has 
removed the peat layer in which Lindow Man was 
found but the location is precisely known. In the 
Celtic era Lindow Moss was a sacred site. By the 
Middle Ages peat was being worked, principally as a 
fuel6. By 1777 the entire mossland is recorded as 
Lindow Common7, suggesting that there were 
commoners rights to turbary (peat cutting) across 
the moss. The method of working by cutting thin 
strips in moss rooms continued until the 18th 
century and the landscape between Lindow 
Common and Saltersley Moss still contains ‘the 
ancient scrubbed over domestic peat cuttings’8 
(Fig.12)

4Stead, I.M., Bourke, J.B. and D. Brothwell, 1986, Lindow 
Man, The Body in the Bog, Guild Publishing for The British 
Museum 
5Joy, J., 2009, Lindow Man, The British Museum  
6 Higham, N.J., 2004, A Frontier landscape, The North 
West in the Middle Ages, Windgather Press 
7 Burdett’s Map of Cheshire, 1777 

 
Figure 12 Rotherwood Road – a bridleway across Lindow Moss  

By the 1770s coal was replacing peat as a fuel 
source and the moss rooms were progressively 
enclosed and reclaimed for agriculture with ditches 
being planted with hedgerows, resulting in the 
distinctive landscape pattern still evident. One of 
these areas, north of Row of Trees, is recognised in 
the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR 1393). The 
story of the first enclosures at Lindow, which 
smacked of social engineering, are well told by 
Hodson9. 

The landscape has important social history; in the 
late 1800s there was a volunteer rifle range 
associated with the Crimean war extending across 
the Moss to the east of Rotherwood Road10. An 
annual gypsy fair was present on the common with 
a mile long horse race along Racecourse Road. In 
1897 the Common was enclosed by public 
subscription and presented to the people of 
Wilmslow for recreational use. There is an evocative 
description of this landscape at the turn of the 
century by the great Cheshire naturalist and author, 
T.A.Coward11: 

‘The Wilmslow Council have enclosed a portion of 
Lindow Common which lies to the left of the road. 
This was formerly the racecourse, and they have 
deepened some boggy spots – the Black lake of 
13th century charters- converting them into pools, 
and turned the sandy race-track into walks and 

8 North West Wetlands Survey,1997 
9 Hodson, H., 1971, The Story of Wilmslow, p.38/39 
10 Hyde and Pemberton, Lindow and the Bog Warriors, 
2002. 
11 Coward, T.A., 1903, Picturesque Cheshire, Methuen and 
Co. (quotation from 3rd edition p.297) 
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drives; it is a breezy, desirable spot, for sooner or 
later residential Wilmslow will reach here and this 
lung be appreciated. Lindow Common proper 
extends beyond this, and though much curtailed is 
still a healthy waste where reptiles and insects sun 
themselves and where the Nightjar churrs and the 
Owl beats his nightly round.’ 

Spirit of place 
Lindow Moss is a rich historical archive, an 
important wildlife asset and an accessible and 
highly valued recreational landscape. The discovery 
of an Iron Age bog body gives the area international 
renown as well as a sense of mystery and intrigue. 
The moss rooms help to provide a tangible link back 
to an earlier time whilst the industrial peat 
extraction site creates an activity at odds with the 
rest of the landscape in terms of land use, 
tranquillity and perceptions. And yet, the landscape 
retains a special atmosphere: 

‘Lindow’s peat bog, especially the tiny slice which 
has remained relatively untouched until now, by the 
peat extractors, still has that indefinable quality, the 
capacity to exert a strange and ancient pull. There is 
a sense of unease and sadness on a bad day, but in 
the summertime this is replaced by an almost 
hypnotic feeling of relaxation, lulling one into the 
desire to sit and ruminate amongst the heather and 
bilberry bushes, dozing in the warm sunlight.’12  

Celebrated landscape 
 This is an internationally renowned landscape 

with a rich cultural history which is well 
recorded and still visible today with the sub-
fossil pines, moss rooms and Lindow Man 

 Lindow Moss is one of the largest mossland 
landscapes in the county and supports a 
mosaic of habitats; several of which are 
designated for their ecological value including 
Lindow Common, a rare example of a lowland 
heath 

12 Hyde and Pemberton, Lindow and Bog Warriors, 2002, 
p7 

  Lindow Moss is an important ‘stepping stone’ 
habitat for species moving across the region 

 The landscape has a good and well used 
footpath network (Fig. 12) and Lindow Common 
is a valued recreational site and an excellent 
example of an accessible greenspace 

 
Figure 13 The Newgate landfill sites are now restored but 
leachate contaminates neighbouring streams 

 Land uses such as beef production, bee keeping 
and allotments and the coarse fishery all 
support the integrity of the landscape 

Changing landscape 
 This is a landscape which has been subjected 

to exploitation: commercial peat extraction, 
beginning in the 1960's and intensifying in the 
1990's, and waste disposal by landfill (now 
restored) 

 Inappropriate management of the peat soils, 
including peat extraction, has far reaching 
landscape impacts, with a drawdown of the 
water table causing peat shrinkage, ground 
instability, oxidation of peat and a consequential 
release of fossil carbon into the atmosphere as 
carbon dioxide 

 Long term planning consent of the peat 
extraction site runs to 2042 and planning 
conditions require backfill with inert waste and 
restoration to agriculture which represents a 
poor ecological and landscape outcome 
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  Footpaths on the fragile peaty soils are 
vulnerable, particularly during wet spells and 
winter, and require active management 

 Leaching of liquid from former landfill sites 
pollutes nearby streams (Fig 13) 

 Increase in the number and intensity of haulage 
and contracting land uses is impacting upon 
tranquillity 

 Hedgerows are tending to be replaced by 
barbed wire fences and tape associated with 
horse paddocks 

 The Cheshire East Local Plan has removed 15 
ha of former mossland at Upcast Lane/Cumber 
Lane from the Green Belt and 'safeguarded' it 
for future development 

Landscape opportunities 
 Seek opportunities to bring an early end to peat 

extraction, recovery of the water table and 
ecological restoration of the cutover peat bog 

 Reduce the impact of landfill leachate by 
effective bioremediation 

 There is an opportunity to increase 
interpretation of the landscape, particularly the 
site of the Lindow Man discovery which is 
currently not interpreted, along with other 
features such as groves of sub-fossil pine trees, 
the Volunteer Rifle Range, and the best 
examples of ‘moss-room’ hedges 

 There is a strong sense of ownership by the 
local community and this could be enhanced 
through a programme of outreach and 
education accompanied by efforts to maintain 
and enhance the access network and condition 
of footpaths 

 Establish a landscape scale partnership with 
Wilmslow Town Council, neighbouring parishes 
and other key stakeholders to safeguard the 
landscape and bring forward positive landscape 
management proposals, such as a Local Nature 
Improvement Area and to safeguard the 
ecological character of the landscape 
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Glossary of terms 
Alluvium Material deposited by a river 

Ancient woodland Land continuously wooded since 
1600AD.  It is an extremely valuable ecological 
resource, usually with a high diversity of flora and 
fauna   

Biodiversity The variety of life, including all habitats 
and species   

Ecological corridor An area of vegetated land linking 
other areas of biodiversity interest, encouraging the 
spread of plant, animal and insect species.   

European Landscape Convention The ELC is the 
first international treaty dedicated to the protection, 
management and planning of all landscapes in 
Europe. Signed by the UK government in 2006 and 
introduced in March 2007, the ELC provides a 
people-centred and forward-looking way to reconcile 
management of the environment with the social and 
economic challenges of the future, and aims to help 
people reconnect with place. 

Field pattern The distinctive pattern created within 
the landscape by the size and shape of contiguous 
fields.  The relationship between size and shape is 
often strongly related to the age of the pattern itself.  
Irregular, smaller fields are generally older than 
larger, more regular field patterns   

Green Infrastructure  A network of multi-functional 
green space, urban and rural, which is capable of 
delivering a wide range of environmental and quality 
of life benefits for local communities 

Habitat The place where a particular species lives 
and grows.  It is essentially the physical 
environment which surrounds and is utilized by a 
species population 

Heathland Usually open habitats characterised by 
dwarf shrubs (e.g. heather) and certain tree species.  
Associated with unimproved areas underlain by 
infertile acid soils   

Iron Age Archaeological period c.400BC-43AD 

Land Cover Combinations of natural and man-made 
elements including vegetation which cover the land 
surface   

Landscape an area perceived by people whose 
character is the result of the action and interaction 
of natural and/or human factors 

Landscape Character Area (LCA) A single unique 
area which is the discrete geographical area of a 
particular landscape type.  Each has its own 
individual character and identity 

Landscape Character Type (LCT) Distinct types of 
landscape that are relatively homogenous in 
character.  Wherever they occur they share broadly 
similar combinations of geology, topography, 
drainage patterns, historical land use, and 
settlement pattern 

Landform A landform is a feature on the Earth's 
surface that is part of the terrain. 

Listed building Listing marks and celebrates a 
building's special architectural and historic interest, 
and also brings it under the consideration of the 
planning system, so that it can be protected for 
future generations. 

Local wildlife site  identified and selected locally, by 
partnerships of local authorities, nature 
conservation charities, statutory agencies, 
ecologists and local nature experts, using robust, 
scientifically-determined criteria and detailed 
ecological surveys. Their selection is based on the 
most important, distinctive and threatened species 
and habitats within a national, regional and local 
context. This makes them some of the most 
valuable wildlife areas and are protected through 
the planning system. 

Riparian Of, or on, a riverbank 

Semi-natural habitat Vegetation which has been 
modified by humans that is still of significant nature 
conservation interest  
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Spirit of place The unique, distinctive and cherished 
aspects of a place 

Unimproved grassland Grassland which has not 
been treated with fertliser, lime or artificial drainage 
to improve yields 

Vernacular architecture concerned with domestic 
and functional rather than public or monumental 
buildings.  It generally utilizes locally-available 
materials and techniques to create buildings with a 
distinctive local character 
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