
 

FEBRUARY 1915 

 

THE LULL BEFORE THE STORM 

 

Sadly February was not another ‘thankful’ month for Wilmslow.  

On 19
th
 March the Alderley and Wilmslow Advertiser reported 

that “the news that Albert Scott (Private 11094) of the 2
nd

 

Battalion the Border Regiment (Cumberland and 

Westmorland) has succumbed to wounds received in action on 

18
th

 February was received with great regret in Styal.   The 

awful news of his passing was received by his brother Charles 

of 14 Pollard Way, Maybury, Woking, Surrey.” 

Albert was 21 years old and born in Hulme.  Coming from a 

poor, neglected background, he was sent to one of the 17 or so 

large Styal Cottages built in 1898 by the Chorlton Union of 

Workhouses.  Aiming to get destitute children out of the city 

and into a better environment, the Chorlton Union imposed a 

strict but fair regime.  According to the 1901 census Albert was 

one of 98 in a large house with adjoining school, church, 

hospital, recreation hall and sports fields.  These cottages had 

nothing to do with Quarry Bank Mill and were taken over by 

Manchester Education Committee in 1929.  They were then run 

as a Children’s Home until 1956 housing as many as 400 plus 

in their heyday.   The buildings now form part of the Women’s 

Prison at Styal. 



 

Private Scott was employed as an assistant in the Cottage 

Offices before going to the Front in 1914.  His unit fought at 

Ypres and participated in the Christmas Truce.   He was fond 

of music and was formerly a member of the Styal String Band, 

formed by Bandsman Lochran, and Band Sergeant of the 2
nd

 

Battalion the Church Lads Brigade.  Albert is interred in 

Merville Communal Cemetery 20 kilometres south west of 

Armentieres and commemorated on Styal War Memorial along 

with 23 others from the village.   
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By February the struggle on the Western Front had become 

deadlocked.  Meanwhile over in the East, the Ottoman Empire, 

the so-called ‘Sick Man of Europe’, had joined the Central 

powers on 31 October 1914 and we had declared war on 

Turkey 2 days later.  Winston Churchill, then First Lord of the 

Admiralty, proposed a surprise naval attack on Istanbul via the 

Sea of Marmara and the Dardanelles Strait.  The strategic 

intention was to link up with Russia, persuade the other Balkan 

states (Bulgaria and Greece) to join us and knock Turkey out of 

the war.  The naval attack began on 19 February, but tactically 

we were inept.   Admittedly bad weather hampered the attack, 

but we used a large number of obsolete battleships which were 

deemed inadequate to take on the German High Seas Fleet in 

the North Sea and our maps were hopeless.  Despite 

destroying some forts, the mobility of the Ottoman batteries 

frustrated our efforts.  The decision was then taken that we 

would later eliminate the Turkish defences by an amphibious 

attack in March and April.  Sadly this would lead, after 8 

months, to a defeat that would cost 56,000+ British, French, 

Indian, Australian and New Zealand lives. 

Everywhere the British Army was now being built up to face the 

struggle ahead.  The 5
th

 Battalion Cheshire’s landed at Le 

Havre on 19
th
 February joining the 6th which had been in 

France since November.  Kitchener’s ‘New Armies’ who had 

volunteered so willingly in the autumn were now being 

equipped, trained and billeted.  The 9
th

 Cheshire’s moved to 

Salisbury Plain and then Basingstoke, the 10
th

 and 11
th

 to 

Codford St Mary and then Bournemouth.   



 

 

What awaited them was a well-established trench system on 

the Western Front, where men endured the cold and wet often 

within sight of the enemy. 

Astonishingly only 11.5% of British soldiers died despite the 

length and horror of the conflict.  Front line trenches were 

terrible, hostile places to be, so the army rotated men in and 

out continuously.  A Unit spent about 10 days a month in the 

trench system, but rarely more than 3 days in the front line 

except in-extremis.   War was a mixed experience for many of 

the soldiers.  For some the war brought better conditions than 

at home – provided they missed the ‘big shows’.   Every day 

there was meat (albeit a tinned stew of meat and vegetable 

known as Maconochie’s Stew) plus rum, tea, cigarettes and 

perhaps more personal freedom than they had previously 

known.  However, the 4,000+ calories a day could not 

compensate for seeing the unimaginable horrors that left many 

physically and mentally scarred for life. 
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